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May 1, 2024 

Mr. Lance Petty 
City Manager 
1201 N. Avenue H 
Freeport, TX  77541 

Dear Mr. Petty: 

The Brazosport Area Chamber of Commerce would like to request to be on the city council 
agenda for the June 3rd meeting.  At that time an update will be given on the Brazosport 
Convention & Visitors Council’s tourism promotion.  We will also ask for continued funding 
for our marketing efforts.   

Feel free to contact Sandra Shaw or me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Edith Fischer 
Director of Tourism 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

300 Abner Jackson Parkway • Lake Jackson, Texas  77566 • 979-285-2501 • Fax 979-285-2505 •  
edith@brazosportchamber.org 
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2023 
Annual Report
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• Promote the Brazosport Area as a 
leisure and meeting destination.

• Execute a Strategic Plan directed by 
the Chamber Board of Directors at 
their annual retreat and at monthly 
meetings.

• Make an annual presentation and 
submit quarterly reports to city 
council outlining how hotel tax funds 
are spent.

• Funded by a portion of the hotel 
occupancy tax collected from Clute, 
Freeport, Lake Jackson and Surfside 
Beach 

A Division of the 
Brazosport Area Chamber of Commerce
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Team
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Industry 
Partners

• Local Accommodations 
& Attractions

• Lonestar Coastal 
Alliance

• Office of the Governor – 
Tourism Division

• Texas Parks & Wildlife

• TxDOT – Tourism 
Division

• Texas Travel Alliance

• Around Houston/Visit 
Houston

• Texas Hotel & Lodging 
Association

• Texas Independence Trail 
Region

• Texas Association of 
Convention &           Visitors 
Bureaus

• Texas Historical 
Commission
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Advertising & Promotion
• AAA Explorer, July
• Around Houston Visitors Guide
• Austin Monthly, March-August Issues
• BestLifeOnline.com, December
• BoredPanda.com
• CultureMap.com, Spring and Summer
• Guide to Brazoria County, Escape Down 288 Co-op
• Houston Kid’s Directory, January – March
• Meet Texas – Meeting Planners Guides
• San Antonio Magazine, March-August  Issues
• Texas Co-op Power Magazine, Event Listings, January, May, December
• Texas Events Calendar, Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall Issues
• Texas Explorer TikTok, July
• Texas Highways Magazine, Event Listings, Jan-May, Sept-Dec Issues 
• Texas Highways Magazine, April, June, and July Issues
• TexasHighways.com, December
• Texas State Travel Guide
• TheTravel.com, July
• TravelLemming.com, July
• TourTexas.com
• Travel Texas – Pinterest Profile, May
• VisitHoustonTexas.com, Listing and Editorial

A combined printed circulation and web impressions of over 3 million, 
totaling more than $125,000 worth of advertising. 
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Shows 
and 

Conferences

• Brazoria County Day in Austin

• Converge on the Capitol

• Dallas Travel & Adventure Show

• Real Places Conference – Texas Historical Commission

• Texas Travel Alliance Unity Dinner

• Texas Travel Counselor’s Travel Expo

• Texas State Fair – Destination of the Day (2)

• Texian Rally

• U.S. Travel’s IPW – International Inbound Travel ShowPage 11 of 90



VisitBrazosport.com

• Pageviews:    109,000 
• Event Count: 336,000
• Top Pages: 
       Beaches
        Stay
        Fishing

   Dining
   Events

• Top User Locations: 
        Houston
        Dallas/Ft. Worth
        Austin
        San Antonio
       Chicago
• Top Referring Sites: 
             Facebook

         VisitHoustonTexas.com
         365ThingsinHouston.com
         TravelLemming.com

              TravelTexas.com
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• Continued participation with the Lone Star Coastal 
Alliance for National Recreation Area designation.

• Participation in Co-op Advertising Programs with the  
Office of the Governor’s Tourism Division.

• Participation in numerous partner events including: 
Escape Down 288
Freeport Historical Museum

     Freeport Main Street 
Lake Jackson Historical Museum
Migration Celebration Opening Ceremony
San Luis Pass County Park Ribbon Cutting
Shoreline Restoration Taskforce

More Actions
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2023 
Travel Impacts                   

Brazoria County

• $444.3 M in Direct Travel Spending

• $41.7 M in Direct Tax Receipts

• 5.8K Total Employees

• $157.8 M Total Direct Earnings

State of Texas
• $94.8 B in Direct Travel Spending
• $9.0 B in Direct Tax Receipts
• 719.6K Total Employees
• $33.6B Total Direct Earnings
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• Over 700 members from various types of businesses 
and organizations

• Provides unified support and promotion of the whole 
Brazosport community for economic prosperity.

• Works with local industry and government to boost 
and accommodate growth to benefit the entire area.

• Support development with resolutions, letters, 
petitions, and testimonies from the Chamber Board 
and staff to industry decision-makers and local, state, 
and federal officials. 

• Facilitate quarterly meetings with the mayors and 
city managers from the eight cities in the Brazosport 
area to discuss municipal activities and needs. 
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Shop Local Weekend

• Pick up FREE breakfast, a list of 
members and a shopping bag.

• Do business with any Chamber 
member June 21-23.

• Go on a shopping spree! Or buy 
groceries, get your car repaired, 
pay a bill. Any receipt from a 
member qualifies. 

• Follow the rules on the flyer or go 
to the QR code.

• Turn in your receipt to the 
Chamber.

• Tune into Facebook Live for the 
drawing on June 25.

• One winner will receive $1,000.
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Thank You 
For Your 

Continued Support!
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MARKETING PLAN
2024
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This document describes the planned activities of the Brazosport 
Convention & Visitors Council (BCVC). The goal of the BCVC is to 
promote overnight stays in Clute, Freeport, Lake Jackson, and 
Surfside Beach to families, individuals, business travelers, and 
groups.

It is important for us to keep up-to-date on all changes in the 
marketplace and develop strategies that will be most effective in 
securing the greatest possible market share to increase the 
economic impact of the tourism industry on the Brazosport Area. 

We promote through social media, email campaigns, familiarization 
tours, personal calls and trade shows, in addition to the standard 
elements of our marketing, advertising, public relations and 
promotions. We feel we provide a good level of service along with 
quality response literature, printed and digital, to all our markets and 
potential visitors. The BCVC serves as the secondary marketing arm 
for all special events and attractions in the Brazosport Area. 

Feel free to contact Sandra Shaw or me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Edith Fischer
Director of Tourism

3
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mission Statement
The Brazosport Convention & Visitors Council, a division of the Brazosport 
Area Chamber of Commerce, promotes the Brazosport Area as a leisure 
and convention destination.

Board of Directors, 2024
Donald “Dude” Payne, Brazoria County Commissioner
Scott Daigle, MEGlobal
Heather Rimato, Rimato Insurance  
Jason Cordoba, Cordoba Law Firm, P.L.L.C.
Preston Phillips, Investar Bank
David Winder, BASF Corp.
Joe Ripple, Brazoria County Flood Plain
Nancy Wollam, Representative Cody Vasut’s Office
Jeff Fischels, HEB
Brent Bowles, iAD Architects
Nathan Patel, Candlewood Suites/Staybridge Suites
Josh Brian, TDECU
Gabriella Cone, The Dow Chemical Company
Jack Brown, J.P. Pct. 1, Place 1
Tammie Bell, TBT Real Estate
Danny Massey, Brazosport ISD 
Stacy Stanley, Offshore Oil Services
Neldia Ahlquist, Neldal Insurance
Dr. Vincent Solis, Brazosport College
Julie Edwards, Coastal Machine/Elaine’s Fashions
Mark Holian, Gulf Coast Auto Park
Kenneth K. Vernor, Vernor Materials & Equipment
Paul Spinks, Shintech
Jordan Strother, First State Bank

Executive Staff
Sandra Shaw, President & CEO
Donna Rhodes, Executive Vice President
Edith Fischer, Director of Tourism
Kristy Cours, Administrative Assistant
 

4
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Leisure Market
Paid Ads/Listing 
• Around Houston Visitors Guide
• Brand USA
• Expedia
• Guide to Brazoria County 
• Houston Kid’s Directory
• TourTexas.com
• Travel Texas Social Stories (Facebook and Instagram)
Editorials and Listings (Comp)
• ExploreLoneStarCoastal.com
• Facebook
• HolaHouston.com   
• Instagram
• Texas Co-Op Power  
• Texas Events Calendar  
• Texas Highways   
• Texas Parks & Wildlife Magazine   
• Texas State Travel Guide    
• TexasIndependenceTrail.com      
• Traveltex.com         
• VisitHoustonTexas.com

  

6
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Leisure Market

Travel Shows
• Dallas Travel & Adventure Show  
• Texas State Fair 
• Texas Travel Alliance Travel Expo
 
   

7

Brochures
• BCVC Brochure    
• Escape Down 288
• Experience Brazosport
• Thematic Brazosport 

Brochures:
Birding
Fishing
Paddling Trails
Historical Sites

VisitBrazosport.com
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Travel Industry Events

8

Conferences/Workshops
• Galveston Travel Summit 
• Texas Historical Commission Heritage Trails Statewide Meeting
• Texas Independence Trail Region Rally
• Texas Travel Alliance Travel Summit    
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9

Brazoria County
• $444.3M in Direct Travel Spending (Up 3% from 2022)
• $41.7 M in Direct Tax Receipts (Slight Increase from 2022)

2023

State of Texas
• $94.8 B in Direct Travel Spending (Up 3% from 2022)
• $9.0 B in Direct Tax Receipts (Up 4% from 2022)
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What are direct travel-generated tax receipts?

Direct travel-generated tax receipts include state 
and local taxes related to travel. State taxes 
include lodging taxes, motor fuel taxes and sales 
taxes, as well as business and personal taxes paid 
by employees and proprietors of travel-related 
businesses. Local taxes primarily take the form of 
lodging taxes imposed by cities, counties and 
other tax jurisdictions in Texas.

IMPACT
$5.4 billion in state taxes 
and an additional $3.6
billion in local taxes is the

equivalent of $836 saved per 
Texas household in 2023.

Traveler spending

contributes significant

tax revenue to both state

and local governments.

Taxes generated by 

travel support public 

sector jobs like fire

fighters, police officers 

or teachers.

$9.0 Billion
State and local

taxes generated

by travel

7.3%
Share of state

revenue

4.1%
Share of local

revenue

STATE AND LOCAL 
TAXES

Sources: Dean Runyan & Associates;
Last Updated April 2024

4.5%
increase in
state and local 
taxes from
2022

Motor
Fuel

Hotel 
Occupancy

Other

Travel Texas is located within the Office of the Governor,
Texas Economic Development and Tourism Office

Sales
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RETURN ON INVESTMENT

About Travel Texas
The Travel Texas program is funded through a portion of the state hotel 

occupancy tax and generates a proven return on investment. Tourism 

advertising ensures that Texas remains top of mind as a premier travel 

destination in a competitive marketplace The estimated ROI for the 

program from influenced out-of-state travel over the last five fiscal years 

(FY19-FY23) is $7.00 to 1 in state taxes for domestic advertising 

budget allocated.

Source: Strategic Marketing and Research

Insights;

Travel Texas is located within the Office of the

Governor, Economic Development and Tourism.

Travel Texas promotion generates travel to and within the state. Travel 
influenced by the Travel Texas program creates jobs and out-of-state visitors 
generate taxes not borne by Texas residents.

Estimated State Taxes Generated
Out-of-state impact of Travel Texas advertising by fiscal year

$250

IMPACT
Out-of state advertising 
generated $213 million 
in state tax revenue in 
FY23. An increase of 
17% over FY22 with 
year two of the Get Your
Own Trip to Texas 
campaign.

1.6 Million
Influenced out-of-state

trips in FY23

4.8 Million
Influenced hotel

roomnights

$3.39 Billion
Influenced out-of-state

spending in FY23

$200

$150

$100

$50

$0

FY23FY19 FY21FY20 FY22

M
IL

LI
O

N
S
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0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,00

Direct Secondary

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Travel and tourism are critical components of the Texas economy 
and economic development drivers. Traveler spending impacts 
many sectors of the economy.

Traveler Spending Impacts
Direct, indirect and induced impacts by sector 
(Billions)

IMPACT
In 2023, $94.8

billion in travel 
spending resulted 
in a $193.8
billion economic 
impact to the 
Texas Economy 
(direct,indirect, 
and induced)

$72.9 Billion
In travel generated

earnings

1.3 Million
Texas jobs created

by travel

1 in 11
Texas jobs created

by travel

Travel Texas Research
Additional information is available through our 
industry website at www.travel.texas.gov.
Questions or comments? Please send us a message.

Travel Texas is located within the Office of the

Governor, Economic Development and Tourism.

Sources: Dean Runyan & Associates;

Accommodation & Food Services

Transport 

Retail Trade

Professional & Business Services 

Arts, Entertainment & Recreation

Financial Activities 

Manufacturing & Utilities 

Public Administration 

Education & Health Services

Information 

Natural Resources & Mining

Construction 

Other Services

2
0
2

3
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TOURISM AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Travel Texas is located within the Office of the

Governor, Economic Development and Tourism.

Sense of pride among residents Community branding important to

attract investment

Tourism can contribute many benefits beyond economic impacts:

More attractive communities Assists with crisis management

Tourism as an economic development strategy can result in 
significant economic returns, while also providing amenities that 
improve both travel experiences and quality of life for residents.

Economic Development Starts with a Visit
The majority of employed Americans (76%) agree that visiting a

community is essential when assessing new job opportunities.

First-hand experience was instrumental in forming

impressions that influence relocation decisions.

IMPACT

Both visitors and 

residents enjoy 

tourism-oriented 

developments like 

the Pearl District in

San Antonio.

Sources: US Travel Association Report: Talent Wars-

What people look for in jobs and locations
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14

300 Abner Jackson Parkway
Lake Jackson, TX  77566

979-285-2501
edith@brazosportchamber.org
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State of Texas 
 
County of Brazoria 
 
City of Freeport  
BE IT REMEMBERED, that the City Council of Freeport, Texas met on Monday, May 20, 2024 
at 6:00 PM at the Freeport, Police Department, Municipal Court Room, 430 North Brazosport Boulevard 
Freeport Texas for the purpose of considering the following agenda items:  
City Council: Mayor Jerry Cain 

Councilman Jeff Pena 
Councilman Jarvis Davis 
Councilman George Matamoros 
Councilman Winston Rossow 

Staff: Lance Petty, City Manager 
David Olson, Interim City Attorney 
Clarisa Molina, City Secretary 
Cathy Ezell, Finance Director 
Toby Cohen, IT Manager 
Wade Dillon, Museum Manager 
Crystal Ruiz, Executive Administrative Assistant 
Laura Cramer, GIS Coordinator 
Jennifer Howell, Police Chief 
Ana Silbas, Main Street Coordinator 
Robert Johnson, EDC Director 
Chris Motley, Fire Chief 

 
Visitors: David McGinty 

David Ellis 
Con McCleester 
Diane McCleester 

Pamela Dancy 
Kenny Hayes 
Manning Rollerson 
Margaret Bachman 

  
  

THE MEETING IS BEING HELD FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Cain called the meeting to order at 6:00P.M. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  

Invocation and Pledge was led by Councilman Rossow.  

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 

Mayor Cain read the Citizens' Comments section on the agenda and said we are going to try to turn things 
around. 
 
Manning Rollerson said what Mayor Cain just said is unconstitutional by the First Amendment. Mr. Rollerson 
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said everybody has the right to speak. He said it is unconstitutional, and he cannot set any limits on a person 
without statements that they make unless they are inflammatory or threatened and that is an unconstitutional 
act. He said at the last council meeting on May 6 he said Mr. Rob Giesecke went up to the Council and said Mr. 
Rollerson was a liar and that he did not know what two plus two was. He asked if Mr. Lance investigated to 
find out the truth? Mr. Rollerson said yes, it is true the City government is not doing the work about finding out 
about the encroachment. He said he contacted the Federal government and Cody Vasut's office to get to the 
bottom of this because the City is not doing its job. He said yesterday he went out with a bunch of lawyers for 
Lone Star Legal Aid and found out every resident on West 9th Street is being threatened by the Port of Freeport 
to not talk to the lawyers. He asked why are the citizens being threatened? He asked what is the Council doing 
about it? He said Mr. Giesecke lied to the Council. He said the Council is not trying to find out anything about 
it, but the citizens are saying they are being approached by the Port of Freeport. He asked what about the 
contract? He said this is important it is dealing with people's lives and the Council should make something 
better out of it. He said and to set the record straight and because he is a black man and a descendant of a slave 
he knows his natural origins come from. He said there was only three black people in the City of Freeport that 
represented the Council. He said two of them are dead and one is representing. Mr. Rollerson said he resents 
Ms. Nicoles statement that Mr. Winston is an African American because he is not because he knows his mother 
and father. He said he wanted to set the record straight. He said if you want to build on a strong foundation and 
let's build on the strong foundation but do not tell people they do not have a right to say anything to anybody 
because now they have violated the Constitution of Civil rights. 
 
Thomas Pearson resides at 110 South Front. He said he was just wondering when citizens bring up something 
like for instance he said he brought up about a Councilman being late they never hear anything about it. He said 
he guesses maybe they have it in executive session. Mr. Pearson asked how do they ever find out if anything 
has ever been discussed? He asked if he was just waisting his breath asking about it? He said maybe he had to 
say if he can get a follow up on this after a discussion had been made and asked or how does that work? 
 
Mayor Cain said he is not dodging Mr. Pearson's question but he is unable to respond at this point. 
 
Shonda Marshall resides at 135 Brazos Landing Court. She said she wanted to start by congratulating the new 
Mayor, congratulating Councilman Rossow on his re-election, and welcoming and congratulating the newest 
Councilmember Councilman Jarvis Davis. She said she just wanted to offer a few words of encouragement to 
the Council. She said she knows that in the past since she had been going to these meetings for the last three 
years there had been a lot of drama, division, and a lot of tearing down eachother. She said she is hoping that 
this will not be the business of the Council. She said she prays for the Council every day and she is praying that 
the Council prays for themselves. Ms. Marshall said she hopes that the Council will work together as a team. 
She said she understands that people are always going to see eye to eye on all of the issues or the approaches to 
get to a solution but she hopes that the Council understands and will work the art of compromise and work 
together to do what is best for the people in the room and for the people who are watching the residents of this 
City that is how they got there. She said it is expected that the Councill will not bring their personal differences 
to the meetings but that they will be there and be about the citizens and the business of the citizens. She said 
she prays for the Council every day and she wishes the best to the Council. She said she knows this will be a 
great Council and she has confidence in the Council. 

PRESENTATIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Presentation of Employee of the Month for the Month of April 2024. 

Mayor Cain said the Employee of the Month was unable to attend.  
COUNCIL BUSINESS – REGULAR SESSION: 
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Consideration and possible action on the approval of City Council Meeting Minutes, from May 6, 2024 and 
City Council Special Meeting Minutes, from May 13, 2024.   

A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve the City Council Meeting Minutes, from May 6, 2024, and City 
Council Special Meeting Minutes, from May 13, 2024, seconded by Councilman Matamoros with all present 
voting "Aye" 5-0. The Council unanimously approved the motion. 
Consideration and possible action approving to remove William Leitch from the Freeport Historical 
Commission & Main Street Advisory Board. 

Main Street Coordinator Ana Silbas said she was there on behalf of the Freeport Historical Commission and 
Main Street Advisory Board to request the removal of William Leitch from the Freeport Historical Commission 
and Main Street Advisory Board due to failure to uphold board member expectations and responsibilities. She 
said Mr. William Leitch is currently serving a two-year term which expires on May 31, 2025. She said the 
recent behavior of board member warranted concerns about board membership. She said the board member's 
behavior had become a detriment to the progress of the Freeport Main Street Program. Ms. Silbas said, as the 
Main Street Coordinator, she had recently received concerns regarding Mr. Leitch's behavior most recently at 
the Community Visioning Session hosted by the Freeport Historical Commission & Main Street Advisory 
Board in partnership with the Freeport Economic Development Corporation. She said the Freeport Historical 
Commission & Main Street Advisory Board voted 3-2 at their May meeting to recommend the removal of 
William Leitch. She said the board requests the replacement for this board position bring diversity in the areas 
of race, age, and professional expertise to be reflective of the community and support the mission of the 
Freeport Main Street Program. She said that additionally, in the future, the board requests the City Council 
allow the board to review candidates before they are appointed to the board. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Matamoros to approve the removal of William Leitch from the Freeport 
Historical Commission & Main Street Advisory Board, seconded by Councilman Rossow with discussion that 
followed. 
 
William Leitch resides at 216 West Park Downtown area. He said at the last Main Street meeting Ana Silbas 
went through a long list of things that he had supposedly said and done. He said it was a long list and he would 
say that most of it was taken completely out of context and because it was such a lengthy list in the meeting 
there was no way he could address everything. He said so he picked one item to give her an example. Mr. 
Leitch said one of the things that she stated was in the demolition of 208 West Park that he had brought his own 
engineer and was arguing with the Council and everyone about the demolition and what it would cost and so 
on. He said he brought his engineer because Robert Johnson asked him on multiple occasions to do so. He said 
they discussed it several meetings ago about the demolition and he did not understand why and they talked after 
the meeting and he said if he had a different opinion and have an engineer that will come up with a reasonable 
plan to salvage this building and rebuild it he would like to hear about it. He said after the conversation and 
talking and Mr. Johnson requesting this from him about three times he finally did take his engineer over. Mr. 
Leitch said he called Mr. Johnson and said his engineer was available on that day and they went and met him 
down there. He said Mr. Johnson took representatives from Tuberville Construction and someone else was 
down there and they discussed it all and Mr. Leitch's engineer told him yes that a reasonable plan could be done 
to repair the building and so on. Mr. Leitch said what he did was at Mr. Johnson's requests and yet the Main 
Street Board is using him saying that he was out of line by taking his own engineer. He said he was asked to do 
so. He said it was completely out of context and pretty much everything else that she stated that evening on that 
meeting was the same way. Mr. Leitch said the things that he had said at the community planning meeting, 
were taken completely out of context. He said he had had several people come up and speak at that meeting and 
at Council in his defense, believing that he should be on this board because he has 45 years of experience in the 
construction industry. He said as he walks around the downtown he sees it from a different perspective than 
everybody else. He said he sees the problems that need to be addressed and that is why he got on the board to 
give his expertise to that board. He said refurbishing the downtown is not a matter of picking the proper colors 
and painting the buildings. He said you have to address the infrastructure first, and you have to address the 
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buildings that need structural repair as well. He said if all that is going to be done is paint them and make them 
look pretty, you're going to have the prettiest ghost town in America. He said he had a letter from Sandra 
Leavey that was unable to make it to the meeting and she wrote a letter and was asked to give to the Mayor. He 
said the other question he had was the vote taken in the meeting and to him it was questionable. He said they 
had a new member on the board who voted against him and he does not even understand why she was allowed 
to vote because she had no knowledge of all the things Ana was speaking of and he was under the impression 
that he was not allowed to vote and he thinks that is incorrect as well. 
 
Pamela Dancy resides at South Front Street. She said this is very upsetting because she sees the vision of the 
Main Street but she also sees somebody that has lived downtown that is a builder that knows a lot of expertise. 
She said what she is seeing is that it is like if everybody is not lined up like little soldiers then you are kicked 
off of a committee which she will probably be kicked off of one real soon. She said she sticks to principles 
instead of personalities and she thinks it is a sad day that they are going to start kicking somebody off because 
they may have one view and then you have others that have another view and because you do not like their 
view they will kick your butt off. She said excuse her French but she thinks that is terrible and does not think it 
is very good neighbor to be a good citizen and she thinks it is terrible. 
 
Councilman Pena said he wanted to ask Mr.Johnson if he, in fact, had asked Mr. Leitch bring his own 
engineer? EDC Director Robert Johnson said to his recollection, back in January, there was a meeting where he 
brought the EDC's 208 demolition plan to the Main Street Board and Mr.Leitch, said that the estimates that the 
EDC had received were way too high, and he could do better. Mr. Johnson said to him, if he could do this 
project or find somebody that can give a better estimate, these are the three estimates that he received through 
the bid process. Mr. Johnson said if he could do something better, he was all ears and in various months he 
would reproach him and Mr. Johnson would say he is all ears and if there is somebody that he could find but he 
said to Mr. Leitch the train is rolling, but the board has voted on it and so Mr. Leitch did indeed schedule a time 
when they could get together because he was talking about some water leaks from the alley and into 208 that 
would affect his building. Mr. Johson said the engineers looked at that and also looked at the stability of the 
building, the one that Mr. Leitch brought and said it could be saved but the question became at what cost. Mr. 
Johnson said there was an ongoing dialog between Mr. Leitch and him but he was not running after him saying 
please but it was that the whole thing initiated from he could get somebody that could do this for way less than 
the BIDs that were received. Councilman Pena said he recalls he had a meeting that he was invited to with Mr. 
Johnson, Mr. Leitch, contractors, and engineers Mr. Leitch had invited and he arrived probably about ten 
minutes late or so but that meeting was held in 208 in April. Councilman Pena said this meeting was brought to 
bare because there was a meeting after the March Main Street meeting in the parking lot where he believes that 
Mr. Johnson had said if Mr. Leitch had an engineer that that can confirm the demolition of this building will 
actually be a liability to his building and others to please have them set it up and then Mr. Johnson reminded 
Mr. Leitch that he had told him if he wanted to do that and that he was waiting. Councilman Pena said that he 
thinks in that meeting in March that happened where Mr. Leitch was given a firm enough signal that the horse 
or the train was leaving so that they needed to get that information. Councilman Pena said he was not aware 
that it was so much about cost as it was more about the integrity of the building and for that matter the 
demolition and so that meeting had happened a couple of days later that same week in the month of April and 
he mentions this only because he wanted to share with the Council that he was there and he did see this. 
Councilman Pena said he just wanted to corroborate Robert's point and Mr. Leitch's point. Councilman Pena 
asked EDC Director Robert Johnson if he could confirm that Councilman Pena was at that meeting? EDC 
Director Robert Johnson said yes Councilman Pena was there but he did not invite him but he was at that 
meeting. Councilman Pena said he is kind of a nosy Rosie where he sees people in downtown whether it is an 
18-wheeler illegally driving through from the port he will take photos and then send them to the City Manager 
and the Assistant City Manager Chief Howell and they can confirm that. Councilman Pena said he had a 
question as to why Mr. Leitch wanted to be on the board and he had fairly expressed that. Councilman Pena 
said he also wanted to share that in Mr. Leitch's answer he was reminded he does have that expertise and that 
expertise Councilman Pena has certainly leaned on it as a neighbor and he knows that the City has leaned on 
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Mr. Leitch in the past. Councilman Pena said Mr. Petty had also leaned on Mr. Leitch expertise when in last 
August there was a gas leak in downtown which then turned into six water leaks and then the street repair. He 
said Mr. Leitch took the time out of his own day to sit back there in the alley and help advise both Center Point 
and the City advising on where the problems were and the issues on where the water lines and gas lines were. 
He said the City had some maps of where those lines were and those maps were outdated and nobody could 
really find them. Councilman Pena said he found that useful then because the gas leak was resolved and they 
were at it for almost 24 hours straight and he appreciated his expertise on that. Councilman Pena said he 
believes when Mr. Leitch says he is just trying to offer his knowledge and that is really all that it is asked for. 
Councilman Pena said the other thing that was also asked for and this is something Ms. Dancy had mention and 
this is something they have always espoused at every board and it is that they are looking for new ideas. He 
said the EDC Board, Main Street, 8.8 acres, new ideas, different ideas, and opposing views to discuss them in a 
compromising way. Councilman Pena said he just wanted to mention that those meetings he was there and he 
heard and he just wanted to make sure everybody understood the complexion of those meetings of what was 
actually said as well as Mr. Leitch expertise and really what he had ever offered had always been in a helpful 
manner. Councilman Pena said he also wanted to touch on the last thing that Mr. Leitch mentioned which was 
the vote. Councilman Pena said he was at the meeting in April and believes the Mayor was there too. 
Councilman Pena said he had arrived ten minutes in to it and had heard that the chair Margaret Mcmahan had 
resigned and the vice Keith Stumbaugh and then another member in the meeting in April. He said he knows 
that Ms. Mcmahan had went to him after the meeting and had expressed that she had resigned earlier in the 
meeting and that she would not be applying again which he was actually disappointed to hear because she gave 
a lot of time and energy to that board and she does not even live in downtown but the kicker of it all is that then 
there was this meeting last week he was told that this vote had and Ms. Mcmahan was facilitating the meeting 
and also voting and it is his understanding that if you resigned you are not allowed to be on the board, facilitate 
the meeting, and much less vote on it. He said so he just wanted to make sure that everybody was aware that 
there might have been a mishandling of how that voting process is handled. He said he knows that in the last 
Council meeting it was asked for the Main Street Board to go back and vote but he thinks that it might have 
been mishandled and he just wanted to share that with the Council as well. He said his hope is that everybody 
just wants to play together, work together, solve the problems together, and there will be different views but 
that it does not require that you get kicked off if you do not agree. He said he is hoping the Council will advise 
Main Street now that there are two vacancies that there is and can have a new board selections and maybe the 
new board can decide whether or not Mr. Leitch should stay or not. Councilman Pena said but just as a 
neighbor as a resident from what he had seen he had helped out at every turn in downtown. Councilman Pena 
said for him personally he knows that he had done it for the City and Mr. Leitch was contacting him when those 
gas leaks occurred and Mr. Petty might be able to confirm this as well. 
 
Main Street Coordinator Ana Silbas said regarding Ms. Margaret Mcmahan who is currently the chair and Mr. 
Keith Stumbaugh they had both mentioned to the board that they had no intentions of renewing their 
membership on the board after the expiration of their current term which is May 31st, 2024. She said that was 
the discussion and also regarding the conversation it was not strictly regarding knowledge and expertise and the 
208 demolition it is also about conducting yourself as a professional board member, promoting harmonious 
respectful relationships with others, being aware of your words, actions, and behaviors define how others in the 
community view the board and program as well. Ms. Silbas said just a clarification Ms. Margaret and Mr. Keith 
are still on the board until the end of May is when their term expires. 
 
Councilman Matamoros said he was at the community visioning session and he visually saw the actions of Mr. 
Leitch. He said they were at the same table it was a discussion that was going pretty good then devolved into a 
degrading of the City officials on upkeep of downtown and then went to downtown is not getting assistant and 
then it just went further. Councilman Matamoros said as it just went further and he was there he asked Mr. 
Leitch this was not the time to speak about the items that he was bringing up there was a particular set of goals 
that were being looked at and yet he continued and it turned away people who were interested in that table. He 
said it got him thinking and he reached out to quite a few board members and they all said the exact same thing 
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that the meetings get out of hand because Mr. Leitch wants it his way to self-serve. He said so it just made him 
think about all the members of the boards are appointed to serve at the will of the Council. Councilman 
Matamoros said board members are a represenation of the Council and after that meeting and speaking with the 
members of the board he felt he would not be a reflection of him on the board. He said he then had a discussion 
with a couple of those members and they then decided that as a board they would like to have Mr. Leitch 
removed. Councilman Matamoros said he is not insane he said he did see and visual all the actions at the 
community visioning session. 
 
Councilman Pena said he wanted to go back to the qualified votes for the last Main Street meeting. He said he 
was glad that Ms. Silbas clarified that in fact Ms. Mcmahan was actually still a member and can vote through 
the end of May. He said he was not aware of that and is glad that was clarified. Councilman Pena said the other 
clarification that was given to him was that Mr. Leitch had mentioned to him that he was wrongly allowed to 
vote on the matter and he should have been  allowed to vote. He said had he been allowed to vote it would not 
be on the agenda tonight because the vote would have been three to three with everybody that was in 
attendance. He said the vote he understands it was Ms. Mcmahan, Ms. Irene Ocanas, and Ms. Lucy were voting 
to remove Mr. Leitch. He said but those that voted to keep him on the board were Ms. Betty Lopez and also 
Ms. Melanie Oldham and had Mr. Leitch been rightfully allowed to vote his vote would have been a third and it 
would have been a tie which would have killed the motion and he wants to make sure that the Council was 
aware of that. He said this would had not been on tonight's agenda without that. 
 
Mayor Cain read the letter from resident Sandra Leavey. He said the letter said "Dear Mayor Cain, City 
Councilmembers and citizens, I'm unfortunately unable to attend tonight's meeting because of a family 
engagement. My name is Sandra Leavey and I live at 311 West Broad in Freeport. I am interested in speaking 
about the removal of Bill Leitch from the Main Street board. First of all, let me say that I attended the Main 
Street meeting and I was surprised to see not only our Mayor, but our Police Chief and our City Manager at the 
meeting. I understand our Mayor being there but I was somewhat confronted by the presence of the others. As 
citizens, we ought to have the right to speak out if we disagree and the discretion of the board is heeded without 
being intimidated. Let me point out that this board has previously requested the removal of two other members, 
Sandra Barbree and Sandra Wood Wicky, both of whom have extensive knowledge of both Main Street and our 
program. The reason for their removal was because of missing meetings. Although, there have been many other 
members who have missed meetings without being removed, I feel that removing people, especially those who 
have so freely given of their time to the city is wrong. I've known Bill and his wife, Denise, since they moved 
to the downtown area some 20 plus years ago. I have served on the Freeport downtown retailers Association 
with he and Denise, and they were also volunteers for the first Main Street Commission, working countless 
numbers of hours on projects and events. Bill has a vast knowledge of not only the infrastructure, but also the 
history of issues that surround owning property or a business in our downtown area. I've always known him to 
work well with others, and of all of it, volunteer both his time and talent toward the betterment of the town, 
downtown area, and the City. One of the founding principles of the Main Street program includes working with 
property owners and getting commitment from them to join forces to effect change. Removing members who 
are owners and have knowledge and experience does not promote that spirit. Might I also point out that one of 
the three of the three to split vote who voted for removal was attending her last meeting with the board, and one 
was a new member. The other two members both voiced positive comments about Bill and voted to leave him 
on the board. I respectfully request that you vote to leave Bill on the commission, as he is the only one of two 
members of the board who owns property downtown, and the members with the most knowledge of all the 
issues that downtown has faced previously signed Sandra, Leavey". 
 
Mayor Cain said his take on this was he feels like the boards, committees and Council should work together as 
a team and if they are unable to work together as a team and someone is distracting or not representing as the 
expected then the proper procedure should be a vote taken by the board before it is taken to the Council. He 
said Ms. Silbas brought this to the Council at the last regular meeting and she was asked to do what she did. He 
said the vote was three to two and he knows there has been a lot of concerns about a new member of the board 
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voting but new members get to vote. Mayor Cain said Councilman Davis will vote on every item on the agenda 
and his vote is going to count just as heavy as Councilman Pena who has been on the Council for over two 
years. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote, with all present voting "Aye" 4-1 motion passed. Councilman Pena 
voted "Nay".           
Consideration and take possible action to select the position of Mayor Pro Tem. 

City Manager Lance Petty said this was brought up at the last Council meeting. He said he received an email 
Tuesday morning from Councilman Pena asking for this item to be placed back on the agenda. He said he 
discussed it with the City Attorney, and he asked him to go ahead and put this back on the agenda. 
 
Interim City Attorney David Olson said typically the policy is to have two Council members sponsoring any 
new agenda item, but he felt this needed at least some discussion since the Charter states" you shall elect a 
Mayor Pro Tem". He said at the end of the day it is not the end of the world if the Council does not, but if the 
issue came up where the Mayor was unable to preside over a meeting, the Council if they had not otherwise 
elected a Mayor Pro Tem the first action would then be to appoint somebody to proceed over the meeting until 
the Council so choose to elect a Mayor Pro tem. He said one last discussion item about this and then moving 
forward to the City Manager was that they follow standard protocol that relates to putting agenda items on the 
agenda meeting that two Council members would need to sponsor items. 
 
Councilman Pena said he had a handout of the charter that shows that the Council in fact should appoint a 
Mayor Pro Tem. He said he wants to be clear he is not really interested in titles but he is not interested in 
playing just a silly politics that ends up putting in the City and a compromised liability position. He said as it 
was told to him by many other residents and legal minds that this was in fact something that the Council needed 
to do because it was directed on or written in the charter and so he is not really sure why the Council violated 
the charter in the last meeting by choosing to nominate but then voting against appointing him Mayor Pro Tem. 
He said he is not going to get into the commentary that was added at that time but when talking about what Ms. 
Marshall said and letting the healing begin and trying to look for some compromise. He said he thinks they 
stumbled out of the gates last week and that can be written for the sake of the City and follow the charter and 
appoint the Mayor Pro Tem as a procedural protocol that it is and if there was another qualified City 
Councilman that could be the Mayor Pro Tem he would not have a problem with somebody else being the 
Mayor Pro Tem but as it stands now he is the only qualified City Councilman to be acting as Mayor Pro Tem. 
He told the Council he is not ambitious and he did not try to run for Mayor. He said he was talked into so many 
things initiatives at the behest of residents. Councilman Pena said to the Council the ball is in the Council's 
court. 
 
Councilman Davis asked if this was true? Interim City Attorney David Olson said absolutely there is a 
provision in the charter that says the City Council shall select and Councilman Pena is correct and he is the only 
Council member eligible to serve in that term. Mr. Olson said he is saying from the legal side of things if the 
Council did not elect a Mayor Pro Tem it is not like the government is going to shut down. Mr. Olson said 
procedurally the Mayor Pro Tem acts in the capacity of the Mayor presiding over meetings when the Mayor is 
absent and that is really the only role the Mayor Pro Tem serves. Mr. Olson said there are other ways to handle 
that but it is up to the Council but he thinks tonight if the Council wants to appoint somebody Councilman Pena 
is the only eligible person to serve in that capacity as per the charter but if they do not, there are other ways to 
handle presiding over this. 
 
Shonda Marshall said she is a little concerned about this whole Mayor Pro Tem issue. She asked what happens 
when the Mayor can not go to a meeting? She asked if the meeting is cancelled because there is no one to 
preside over the meeting? She said she is a little concerned. She said she knows there is a lot of concern about 
Councilman Pena's behavior and that a lot of people feel like he does not represent the City in a very positive 
way. She said his ward does not agree and they voted to put him in office twice. She said at the end of the day 
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he is still representing the City as a Councilman period whether he is the Mayor Pro Tem or not. She said the 
rules should be followed and if the charter says that he is the only Councilman that is quote on quote eligible to 
be the Mayor Pro Tem then to give him a chance just like if they are saying that someone can be selected to be 
the Mayor Pro Tem then there is a compromise to sit him down and talk to him and let him know if he is going 
to be the Mayor Pro Tem representing the Council and the City. Ms. Marshall said to tell Councilman Pena 
what the Council's expectations are. She said as the Mayor he had the right to do such but the other Councilman 
even though they might be very well verse very well refined or whatever according to the charter that they are 
not eligible to act as Mayor Pro Tem and she feels like the Council should really need to honor the rules and do 
what is right. She said she understands that a lot of people have these personal issues with Mr. Pena rightfully 
so however, the charter does not say if he is not liked he does not need to be the Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
Thomas Pearson said what time is the Council meeting going to start because Councilman Pena cannot get 
there on time. 
 
Mayor Cain said a question was raised about what happens should he be absent. Interim City Attorney David 
Olson said if the Mayor is absent and a Mayor Pro Tem had not been selected he thinks the first item of 
business before anything is done would be a motion to appoint somebody to preside over the meeting. 
 
Councilman Matamoros said everything that was done at the previous meeting was compliant with the laws and 
ordinances of the City. He said he believed that this item should not had been brought up for another three 
months and with the guidance from legal that states if the Mayor is not present for a meeting a person would be 
elected to run that meeting at that time. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Matamoros to appoint Councilmember from Ward A Jeff Pena as Mayor 
Pro Tem, seconded by Councilman Davis with all present and voting "Aye" 3-2 motion passed. Mayor Cain 
voted "Nay". Councilman Matamoros voted "Nay". 
 
Mayor Cain congratulated Councilman Pena for being selected Mayor Pro Tem. Councilman Pena said thank 
you and is looking forward to the healing to begin. 
Consideration and possible action approving the proposed 2024 Annual Street Lighting Plan. 

GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer said she was presenting the proposed 2024 illumination light plan. She said at 
the last meeting there were two changes by Councilman Matamoros and the map was revised. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve the proposed 2024 Annual Street Lighting Plan, seconded by 
Councilman Matamoros with discussion that followed. 
 
Councilman Davis asked if this was approving streetlights? GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer said yes. 
Councilman Davis asked what the number of streetlights is? Ms. Cramer said a total of 50. Councilman Davis 
asked how these are spread out? Ms. Cramer said there is a chart in the memo that shows how they are divided 
up between the different wards over the different years. Councilman Davis said he saw that, but who makes the 
decision? Ms. Cramer said the Council approved it. Councilman Davis said Ward B is going to need more 
lights next year. Ms. Cramer said Ward B was pretty lucky that they are generally pretty well covered. 
 
Councilman Pena said he was curious to see if it would be possible to add any or more some of the lights in 
Ward A. He said he was looking at the map and right there on Fourth Street and he knows they are trying to get 
as much lighting in the residential area and for that matter the downtown area and he noticed that in the 
downtown area in the downtown zone that there was a section there he knows is very dark and dangerous and 
that is on Fourth Street. GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer asked where on Fourth Street? Councilman Pena said 
where the Fire Station is over to Cherry Street. He said there are a couple of churches that are there and he 
knows that is where the fire department is one of their main routes and it is well lit when the fire truck goes by 
but otherwise it is pitch dark and he is just trying to ensure that there is no haven for illicit activity through that 
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darkness at night and just make the downtown a little safer. Ms. Cramer asked Councilman Pena how many 
lights he would like to put on that same block? Councilman Pena said he knows on Broad parallel to it that 
there are five lights on Broad between navigation and Cherry and in this case, there is only two so if they can 
add additional three that would be great. Ms. Cramer asked which three would he want to remove from Ward 
A? Councilman Pena said he would say the ones on Second Street and the railroad track there is two there right 
by the bridge. Ms. Cramer said those were approved last year and in the process. Councilman Pena said he does 
not want to take any away from the 11th Street because he knows there are some families and children there. 
Ms. Cramer said the ones that were add for Ward A are basically all on Second Street. Councilman Pena said if 
they could just move two of the ones from Second Street over to Fourth that would be helpful or if there is any 
other Councilman from any other ward that wants to donate. Councilman Pena said he really likes the idea that 
the main corridor of Second Street is well lit and has a lot of heartburn removing those but it is very dark on 
Fourth Street and that is a high traffic route especially with all the construction on Navigation. Councilman 
Pena asked if anybody had three lights that they can help for the Downtown development and so that it is safer 
at night? Ms. Cramer said there is a light there mid-block between Cherry and Oak and maybe that one could 
be removed and then remove two of the four closest to Velasco. Ms. Cramer said maybe keep the one near 
Velasco the one between Cedar and Beech take that one and then remove the one closest to the railroad 
between the railroad and Walnut and then she will put three in on Fourth Street. Ms. Cramer asked between 
Cherry and West Park or East West Park? Councilman Pena said between East and West and then between 
West and Cherry.Councilman Pena said that is where it is really dark between West Park and Cherry it is 
almost a fully City block there and that is where it is really dark. Ms. Cramer asked if he would like for her to 
bring this back again for approval or for her to just make the changes. Councilman Pena said he is confident. 
 
An amended motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve agenda item number five with the changes 
Councilman Pena has made for Ward A, seconded by Councilman Matamoros with all present and voting 
"Aye" 5-0. the Council unanimously approved the motion. 
Consideration and possible action on reopening the Arbutus Street right of way between 2nd Street and Broad 
Street and approving the city attorney to draft an ordinance and the Mayor to sign and City Secretary to attest to 
such ordinance. 

GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer said this is a housekeeping issue back in 1964 they closed that portion of 
Arbutus business between Broad and Second and have done some recent infrastructure work, and it really 
needs to be open if they are going to be spending money on it. 
 
Mayor Cain said it is a really nice road to be closed. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve reopening the Arbutus Street right of way between 2nd Street 
and Broad Street and approving the city attorney to draft an ordinance and the Mayor to sign and City Secretary 
to attest to such ordinance, seconded by Councilman Davis with all present and voting "Aye" 5-0. The Council 
unanimously approved the motion. 
Consideration and possible action to close and abandon the alley right of way in Block 176, Freeport Townsite 
and sell the alley right of way to the neighboring property owner and approving the City Attorney to draft an 
ordinance and deed and the Mayor to sign and the City Secretary to attest to such documents. 

GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer said this is an essence a housekeeping issue as well. She said Freeport 
apartments located at the intersection of Broad and Yaupon the apartment complex encompasses the entire 
block but she was not able to find any documentation where the alley right of way has ever been closed. She 
said the apartment complex had reached out providing a letter that the City would not demo their buildings and 
can not hold a future Council limit them. Ms. Cramer said the cleanest way is to close and abandon and sell. 
She said that kind of takes the City out of that picture. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve to close and abandon the alley right of way in Block 176, 
Freeport Townsite and sell the alley right of way to the neighboring property owner and approving the City 
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Attorney to draft an ordinance and deed and the Mayor to sign and the City Secretary to attest to such 
documents, seconded by Councilman Pena with discussion that followed. 
 
Councilman Matamoros asked what the figure was that the City was going to sell it for? GIS Coordinator Laura 
Cramer said $2,100 and the City paid for the survey which was $600 which was appraised for $1,500. 
Councilman Matamoros said he considered this too low because they are going to turn around and sell it and 
make a profit. He said he is not against selling it and is not against closing it and then selling it but he does not 
want them to make a huge profit off of it at the expense of the City. 
 
Councilman Pena asked GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer if the apartment complex brought this concern to the 
City? Ms. Cramer said yes. Councilman Pena asked how long they had been the owners? Marina Cervantes is 
the property manager and the asset manager for the current owner and she said this was purchased back in 
December 2022. Councilman Pena asked if they owned any other properties in Freeport. Marina Cervantes said 
no. Councilman Pena asked if they had made any renovations? Ms. Cervantes said yes. Councilman Pena asked 
if she had any kind of budgetary? Ms. Cervantes said a little over $500,000 so far. Councilman Pena asked if 
they got permitted for that? Ms. Cervantes said yes and this a refinance issue. Councilman Pena said he knows 
that hard money loans do not do their due diligence on surveys and titles and so it is the reason why they are 
high interest loans because there is less due diligence and it is a higher risk but when you go to a bona fide bank 
the bona fide bank with Fannie Mae will require that any encumbrances on a survey are removed otherwise 
they will not lend on it. Councilman Pena said his line of questioning was and how long have they owned it and 
what have they done to improve it. He said he likes to hear that there is investment in Freeport but also likes to 
hear that they have put in a pretty good amount of money in there and more importantly through code 
enforcement that it was validated. Councilman Pena said if the City in any way or anybody there with the City 
can confirm that this apartment complex did in fact utilize the code department to facilitate their repairs that 
will give him that much more of confidence that they are being a good actor. He said as far as them trying to 
recapture any profit from that strip there he does not know that that particular encumbrance for as old as it has 
been adds any greater value than it was already there. Councilman Pena said he was surprised that she was able 
to actually even buy this because the title company should not have allowed it they would have said red flag 
until that was removed it could of not been purchased. Ms. Cervantes said correct. Councilman Pena said if she 
had an attorney working on their behalf they should of flagged that and said until that encumbrance is out you 
guys are going to be in a pickle so you might want to get with the City first before this is purchase and put in all 
this money. Ms. Cervantes said there was an exclusion in the title. Interim City Attorney David Olson said 
there was an exclusion in the title there be an exception under schedule C dealing with this issue and the title 
company is not going to warrant title for the Broadway. Councilman Pena said that was probably an exclusion 
on the schedule. Councilman Pena asked he guesses they are trying to make sure to move that particular 
language in the schedule C? Interim City Attorney David Olson said that is what they are asking. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Pena to approve to close and abandon the alley right of way in Block 176, 
Freeport Townsite and sell the alley right of way to the neighboring property owner and approving the City 
Attorney to draft an ordinance and deed and the Mayor to sign and the City Secretary to attest to such 
documents, seconded by Councilman Davis with discussion that followed. 
 
Mayor Cain said he felt like this is something that the City fell flat on years ago. He said this is the alleyway 
that goes right through three of the apartment complexes. He said he appreciated the fact that there was an 
appraisal instead of just throwing a number out there and appreciates the fact that they are willing to pay the 
amount that was paid for the appraisal as well. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote, with all present voting "Aye" 4-1 motion passed. Councilman 
Matamoros voted "Nay".     
Consideration and possible action by City Council approving the sale of property located at Block 70, Lot 2, 
Velasco Townsite and approving the city attorney to draft a deed and the Mayor to sign and City Secretary to 
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attest to such deed. 

GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer said the City was contacted by the adjacent property owner of the subject 
property with an interest to purchase because it is owned by the City. She said the survey and appraisal is 
attached to the documentation and looking to seek for approval. She said there is no roadway access. She said it 
is landlocked and there are no utilities. She said the gentleman that is purchasing is aware of this. 
 
Councilman Pena asked where is this at? GIS Coordinator Laura Cramer said South Avenue H like heading 
toward Oyster Creek Division on the left hand side. Councilman Pena asked what the purchase price was? GIS 
Coordinator Laura Cramer said $400 for a 25ft lot. Councilman Pena asked what is their goal with it? Mr. 
David Ellis said he is a fifth generation Velasco person, and so he is looking at it for retirement and not to 
develop just yet but in the future. Councilman Pena asked if a lot was just sold recently over there off of 
Avenue H a few months ago to a couple that came out, and it was landlocked that had a ditch to it? Ms. Cramer 
said yes but he had access from the property but it was directly behind them. Councilman Pena said he thinks it 
was for $500 and landlocked except accessible to the owner alone and in this particular case it is landlocked 
and completely same sized lot and he would ask for the same price as it is not much more. Ms. Cramer said she 
is sure Greg Flaniken did this because the other property owner had access to the lot. 
 
Mayor Cain asked if he owns the lot next to it as well? Mr. David Ellis said yes. Mayor Cain asked if that is 
also a 25ft lot and landlocked too? Mr. Ellis said yes both of them are. 
 
Councilman Pena asked if there was a structure on that? Mayor Cain said a lot of brush. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Pena to approve the sale of property located at Block 70, Lot 2, Velasco 
Townsite and approving the city attorney to draft a deed and the Mayor to sign and City Secretary to attest to 
such deed, seconded by Councilman Rossow with discussion that followed. 
 
Councilman Matamoros said as he viewed the packet beforehand he noticed that there is not a street and 
utilities. He said Mr. David Ellis stated he wants to build on it at a future date. Councilman Matamoros asked 
how is he going to acquire a street and utilities to be able to build that? Mr. David Ellis said that will be in the 
future and going through with City planning or City Council to develop the street where Avenue H ends to take 
it further and he thinks there is six lots left that are not developed and it would need all the utilities it would 
need electrical, water, sewer and street. Councilman Matamoros asked if Mr. Ellis was willing to put that 
money in? Mr. Ellis said yes. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote, with all present voting "Aye" 4-1 motion passed. Councilman 
Matamoros voted "Nay".             
Consideration and possible action approving the proposal from IAD Architects in the amount of $39,817.00 for 
professional architectural and engineering services to design and produce construction contract documents for 
the renovation of the Pixie Heritage House. 

City Manager Lance Petty said staff has brought this to the Council twice now and the first time it was asked to 
reach out for some other architects or engineers, which he did at the request of Kimley Horn the City Engineer. 
He said Project Luong was recommended for additional proposal for the project, and they did not respond. He 
said he talked to them on the phone, and they never showed up. Mr. Petty said this was brought back to the City 
Council again and the Council wanted him to reach out to more firms. Mr. Petty reached out to Dan-Tex 
Design, Espinal Architects LLC, and J Hannah Design Group and each firm has been non-responsive. He said 
the Pixie House has been inoperable for a number of years. He said the City in the past had a renovation project 
completed and shortly after that time, the building started having issues with water going into the building that 
caused damage to the windows, ceiling, and flooring. He said the City has budgeted $375,000 dollars to make 
the necessary repairs. He said this building in the past was heavily used as a rental venue and an additional 
source of revenue for the City. He said this building is in the downtown district, and it is important not only to 
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have an additional rental space for the public but to preserve this building for revitalization of downtown. Mr. 
Petty said if approved IAD Architect and Design will be tasked to provide the required documents for the 
advertisement. He said staff will take back the proposals back to the Council at a later date for selection of a 
contractor to perform the renovation. Mr. Petty said it is a budgeted item and he has had numerous contractors 
reach out to him that are interested in doing the work but per procurement he must have the engineering 
drawings and a scope of work to BID this project out because the cost of it. 
 
Mayor Cain asked if the City Engineer Kimley Horn did not want to look at this? City Manager Lance Petty 
said yes, they do not do that in house so they sub that out. Mayor Cain said it is a bad look. 
 
Councilman Pena said he can think of two other architects Gensler that just did the EDC Project and they 
charged $25,000 for those 8.8 acres and here this 5,000 to 10,000 square foot lot in this project and is thinking 
and asked why pay twice as much for a property that is a fraction of what Gensler just did? Councilman Pena 
said if there was no response from those firms he is happy to provide additional firms out of Angleton and Lake 
Jackson that did work for the City previously and he did not hear those names announced but is happy to 
provide those to help save some more money. 
  
A motion was made by Councilman Pena to table this item and get some additional BIDs , seconded by 
Councilman Rossow.   
Consideration and possible action approving the agreement and Resolution No. 2024-2855 to permanently 
close at-grade public road crossing for west 1st street at railroad milepost 15.435 with Union Pacific Rail Road. 

City Manager Lance Petty said he brought this to the Council a couple of meetings ago and the Council 
requested that an engineering study be done on the drainage portion of it. He said he got with Union Pacific the 
next day and they sent over the drainage study. He said they had already had it completed by their engineers. 
He said this is attached and ready for approval by Council and it will close at at-grade public road crossing 
located at West First and South Magnolia. Mr. Petty said they stated that in the future down the road they will 
look at painting the bridge that is rusted in the future. Mr. Petty said this is something he knows the Ex-Mayor 
had requested from them. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve the agreement and Resolution No. 2024-2855 to permanently 
close at-grade public road crossing for west 1st street at railroad milepost 15.435 with Union Pacific Rail Road, 
seconded by Councilman Matamoros with discussion that followed. 
 
Councilman Pena asked if the City had their engineers and or drainage staff look at that report to bless it to 
ensure that it did not create additional problems of drainage or flooding and for that matter the drainage district 
as well and get their blessings on this? City Manager Lance Petty said the City engineers yes but not the 
Velasco Drainage District. Councilman Pena asked if they did not think it will create any additional problems? 
Mr. Petty said no they have underground piping that goes through there. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote, with all present voting "Aye" 5-0, the Council unanimously approved 
the motion.          
Consideration and possible action for Freeport PD to go into contract with American Red Cross as a training 
provider.  

Police Chief Jennifer Howell said recently they had one of the telecommunicators that attended the course to 
become a CPR instructor and CPR courses are now a requirement for telecommunications to obtain every two 
years and so, to be able to do that in-house at a more efficient cost they created to make her an instructor in 
additional it is not currently mandated for the remainder of the staff to be CPR certified but would like to 
change that and make that a mandate for all the PD staff and then offer that out to the rest of the City 
employees in addition to the public and this would allow the opportunity to do so. 
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Mayor Cain said he thinks this is a great idea and should have been mandatory already. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve the Freeport PD to go into contract with American Red Cross as 
a training provider, seconded by Councilman Matamoros with all present voting "Aye" 5-0. The Council 
unanimously approved the motion. 
First Reading of the Parks Project. 

EDC Director Robert Johnson said Mr. Petty and himself have approached various large businesses in the local 
area about contributing to the improvement of three of Freeport's local parks. He said the parks slated for 
improvement are Peppermint Park, Arrington Park, and Stephen F. Austin Park. He said these parks were 
selected based upon need for improvement and use by the public. Mr. Johnson said to date, only Phillips 66 has 
contributed to the Parks Improvement endeavor. He said their generous contribution amounted to $50,000.00. 
He said the park playground equipment had been priced and after deducting the contribution of Phillips 66, the 
amount requested by the EDC to purchase park equipment was $249,789.85. He said the Freeport Economic 
Development Corporation is requesting Council approval for this joint City and EDC project in the amount of 
$249,789.85. He said the purpose of this Parks Improvement program is to promote quality of life within the 
City of Freeport and enhance the welfare of the citizens of the City by providing park amenities and resources 
that improve conditions at the aforementioned parks. Mr. Johnson said he wanted to remind the Council that 
this was discussed before when Lance and him were going out to solicit contributions the parks project had 
removed and there still is a business that is interested in contributing but they wanted to come in at the tail end. 
Mr. Johnson said Mr. Petty received a sale of park equipment and it is a really good price on this. Mr. Johnson 
said what they want to do so that the project does not stall waiting on other contributors to the parks project 
they divided the parks project so they could replace the park equipment and playground equipment right now 
and then wait to do the walking trails and fencing until they solicit more donations. He said as part B of the 
project is also to do ADA compliance and look at that because the potential donors that there is right now are 
very interested in accessibility and ADA issues. Mr. Johnson said the Freeport Economic Development 
Corporation voted unanimously to authorize this last year and they budgeted $400,000.00 in the budget and in 
this $249,789.85 would go towards that. 
 
Mayor Cain thanked Mr. Johnson for working on this. Mayor Cain said he thinks this would be a great benefit 
towards the City. Mayor Cain said he commends the EDC, Mr. Johnson, and Councilman Matamoros for 
spearheading this whole project.   
Consideration and possible action approving Resolution No. 2024-2858 authorizing the application to the Texas 
General Land Office (GLO) Beach Maintenance Reimbursement Program the Finance Director as the Official 
with Full Authority to Act for purpose of the program. 

Finance Director Cathy Ezell said the GLO Beach Maintenance Reimbursement Program is now accepting 
applications for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. She said the application requires a resolution to authorize the 
application for the program funds and declare an official with full authority to act for the purposes of the 
program. She said the Beach Maintenance Reimbursement Fund Program administered by the GLO allocates 
approximately $750,000 per year to help communities keep their beaches maintained. She said this is about 
$8.5 million over the last ten years. She said the contracts are renewed annually. She said the City had 
participated in this program since 2013, and they have received a little over $102,000 since the inception of this 
program. She said this fiscal year there is $12,000 budgeted for that grant revenue, so this is to continue to 
receive beach maintenance funds for Bryan beach. 
 
Mayor Cain said the financial impacts from 2012-2013 and asked if 2012 was when it started? Finance Director 
Cathy Ezell said yes. Mayor Cain said he is always for getting reimbursed. Ms. Ezell said it is not a lot but it 
helps and it helps Lance and his people when there is those $12,000 coming in and it allows if there is 
something else that they can allocate the funds to. She said it is Lance's Department and the PD that they have 
to track whenever they do the beach maintenance and patrol beaches or should she say Rudy's Department they 
keep track of all their people, their time, and all the equipment that is used. She said so the Police Department 
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and Public Works put a lot of work into this to get these funds. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cain to approve Resolution No. 2024-2858 authorizing the application to the 
Texas General Land Office (GLO) Beach Maintenance Reimbursement Program the Finance Director as the 
Official with Full Authority to Act for purpose of the program, seconded by Councilman Pena with discussion 
that followed. 
 
Councilman Pena said he is glad that this is in place so that in fact there can be improvements to make sure that 
the beach is safe and clean and if there is any way to get additional money to please let the Council know. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote, with all present voting "Aye" 5-0 council unanimously approved the 
motion.           
WORK SESSION: 
 

The City Council may deliberate and make inquiry into any item specifically listed as a Subsection under the 
itemized Sections A-F below, an item appearing on the City Council agenda for this meeting, on matters related 
to community events, or on matters that are not within the jurisdiction of the City for consideration by City 
Council.  The City Council may not deliberate on any City matters not specifically disclosed under this Work 
Session or on this posted City Council Meeting agenda.  City Council members and the Mayor always reserve 
the right to request that a matter be placed on a future agenda for consideration. 
 
Councilman Pena Ward A announcements and comments.  

Councilman Pena said he wanted to thank everybody that came out there this evening to speak out and speak up 
and present to the Council as always, and he applauds their participation and knows it is nerve wracking, and so 
he appreciated them coming out. He said he wanted to invite every resident who voted in the last election to 
follow suit just so they can watch the videos. He said they are the next door neighbors that are there, and he 
knows they care as much as they do and everybody can work together to move Freeport forward. He said he is 
hoping that that does happen. He said he knows there has been a comment in the last couple of meetings, and 
he will tell everyone that he has his own personal reasons as to why he tries to pray in private, and he also says 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States as well as the Texas flag. Councilman Pena said if 
anybody wanted to have any personal prayer time with him, he invites them to call him, and he is happy to do 
that before the meetings, on the weekends, and any time. He said prayer is good, but as far as the Pledge of 
Allegiance, he is happy to also pay his respects to the Country and to the State every time. He said he also 
wanted to make sure he addressed that, and he invited anybody and everybody to pray with him and for that 
matter pray for him and pray for the City. He said he thinks the prayers are working. He said he thinks maybe 
the audience may had seen some of that tonight but that is at least a step in the right direction. He said he does 
not believe there will be a 180 just yet but is hopeful to have hope and always have hope in Freeport. He said he 
also wanted to address another issue and complaint from a resident business owner that when there was the 
large trash removal that Cherry Street was blocked and part of Second Street because of how the traffic flow 
and it really hindered the downtown restaurants of Sweet T's and as well as the convenience store across the 
street Arlenes. Councilman Pena said he was asked to ask for clarification on that or for that matter to help 
ensure that does not happen again. He said he was not sure why that traffic was directed that way he wanted to 
make sure that he brought this forward as it was requested of him.    
Councilman Jarvis Davis Ward B announcements and comments. 

Councilman Davis said he wanted to thank everybody that came out. He said he wanted to thank all the 
residents and Ward B for voting for him, and it was an honor and privilege. He said he saw some things 
happening there today and this might have been one of the best meetings he had been to, but he prayed before 
he got there. Councilman Davis asked the Council to stop him if he was off track as this was the first time. He 
said he prayed before he got there and asked Jesus to be in the mix there. He said he was moved by what Ms. 
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Marshall had said and that was confirmation that Jesus was in the building, and he thanked her for being brave, 
obeying, standing, and saying what she said. He said he thinks the healing process is starting today and the ball 
is in the Council's court, and he thinks the sky is the limit for the board. He said the Council needs to unite and 
get together. He said united they stand and divided they will fall. Councilman Davis said he was going to be 
challenging Councilman Pena, and he will give him a call to understand why they need to be up there united 
when they pray and do the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Davis said he would give Councilman Pena a call 
to get his take on that but he challenged him to get up there and stand with the Council as they did with him 
today. He said he hopes they can watch their tongues on social media and between each other and come 
together. He thanked everyone for their support, and he said to the Council he looks forward to working with 
the Council. 
Councilman Matamoros Ward C announcements and comments. 

Councilman Matamoros said he would like to thank the residents and visitors who attended in person and 
viewed online.He said he also wanted to thank those residents who spoke during citizens' comments and agenda 
items. He said at the end, when residents go up there and speak they listen but do not comment at that time 
because they are not allowed. He said he was going to make a comment, and it is very disrespectful for a 
Council member to show up late, and it is not occasionally, it is every time. He said it was very disrespectful, 
and so he would actually like to see the Council institute a policy where they take a roll call. He said if a 
Council member is not there at the beginning of the meeting they are not able to participate. He said all the 
Council have their lives outside the City Council, and they all make it there on time, but it is very disrespectful. 
He said he wanted to add that he was looking forward to the last reading of the parks project. He said he had 
stated that this is something that is near and dear to his heart and is looking forward for the Council to approve 
this project and get it going for the youth and children of Freeport. 
Councilman Rossow Ward D announcements and comments. 

Councilman Rossow said he was glad to be there.  He said he was glad for all those that decided to attend the 
meeting in person and even the ones that are on the net on worldwide web. He said he failed to congratulate and 
give his commends to the people who showed up on May 2nd for the National Day of Prayer. He said our Ex-
Mayor did an awesome job for that program. He said this was a great day and thanked Crystal Ruiz and all 
those involved. He said he attended the Parks and Beautification meeting, and he happened to be the liaison for 
that board. He said there was a meeting this past week and everything went fine, and they are on course to 
beautify the City. He also said to not forget about yard of the month and business of the month as all that is in 
play now. He said it was going to get hot and summertime was coming and encouraged everyone to work in 
their yards while they can right now because it is going to get hot. Councilman Rossow said he went to bingo 
this morning and not that he likes bingo. He said he does not like bingo and tells everyone he does not like 
bingo but his wife loves it so much to where being retired he has to go with her. He said he played and he won 
the first game. He said today was their 46 year anniversary. He said he wants to get to the bottom of this port 
taking and he wants it to stop and it can be stopped. He said he does not know who can stop it but he knows it 
was brought up this meeting and he thinks this is the third meeting where one of the citizens got up and said 
that the port was trying to take more land. Councilman Rossow said the citizens said that one of the 
commissioners went up to the Council and lied to them so he thinks they should get to the bottom of this so 
they can stop hearing the same old song he is tired of hearing it and it can come to an end. 
Mayor Jerry Cain announcements and comments. 

Mayor Cain said he would like to thank everybody that came out tonight and those that watch on the worldwide 
web. He said he would like to congratulate the newest Councilman Davis. He said he thinks Councilman Davis 
is going to do a great job there. He said he also wanted to congratulate Mr. Rossow but he had been there for a 
minute. Mayor Cain said he hopes, and he prays that the Council will hear the words that have been said today 
about them working together. He said he heard it from four or five different people, some of them from the 
Council and some from the audience. He said never once did he hear that they want everybody to vote the way 
they vote. He said it is okay to not vote the way they vote or how others vote but they do it respectfully they 
walk out and move on. He said they are all but one vote, but together they are the Council of the City of 
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Freeport, and he expects all the Council to work together. Mayor Cain said to Councilman Pena that he wanted 
to invite him to the next meeting at 6:00P.M. to join the Council to pray and say the Pledge of Allegiance with 
them. 
 
Councilman Pena said he would like the prayer to be done by a non Council member if possible simply because 
he would like to have that separation. He said there is wonderful clergy in the City and he thinks that if they are 
there it might also just bring that additional balance and maybe their church members will also attend and if this 
request could be done he is all for it. 
 
Mayor Cain said if there is someone in the audience at future meetings that would like to lead everybody into 
prayer to please let him know prior to. He said he does not have a problem with this request. Mayor Cain said 
he also wanted to thank his beautiful wife because she was mad the other day because he did not thank her for 
putting up with all the meetings he is going to and all the time he is involved in being up there and for all the 
hard work she did during the election that just passed. He knows she is watching from home and thanked her. 
City Manager Lance Petty announcements and comments. 

City Manager Lance Petty said to just reiterate the parks project is going to be a great project. He said all the 
equipment is reserved to be shipped and once the second reading is completed he would make the phone call, 
and it will ship that next day. He said the installation crew is already schedule to be there June 17th to install all 
the equipment. He said he would be putting out a notification to the residents in those areas because they will 
be shocked to look up one morning and all the play equipment is removed, and they would think they are 
shutting the park down. He said that they have to get the equipment out of there and get all the land leveled off 
and haul some dirt to level it off to get it ready for the new park equipment to come in, but that will get 
accomplished and it will be a quick smooth process. He said as far as the Port goes the Port documents they do 
have a verbiage in there for encroachment upon the City but there are rules set aside where they can encroach 
upon a City in a certain matter and he did send this to Mr. Rollerson this week for his review at his request. He 
said this Friday City Hall will be closing at noon and this is for the annual employee picnic that is schedule 
every year and this year it will be at the Golf Course from 1:00P.M. to 5:00P.M. and there is usually crawfish, 
shrimp, and Chick Fil A. He said usually the employees just play volleyball hang out and have a good time. 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 

Executive Session regarding a.) (Deliberations about Real Property) 1.) 200 West 2nd Street, 2.) Jim Maddox 
Properties, Freeport 19 LLC, 3.) O.A. Fleming Property pursuant to Section 551.072. 

The regular session closed at 7:47P.M. and Council entered into Executive Session.  
COUNCIL BUSINESS – REGULAR SESSION: 
 

Take any action resulting from Executive Session. 

Executive Session ended at 8:04P.M. and Council entered back into regular session. 
 
There was no action from Executive Session. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Pena to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilman Davis with 
discussion that followed. 
 
Councilman Rossow said he wanted to make a motion he voted wrong. He said he had said the wrong thing at 
the wrong time on item number four. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote with a 2-3 vote, motion failed. Mayor Cain voted "Nay", Councilman 
Matamoros voted "Nay", and Councilman Rossow voted "Nay". 
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Interim City Attorney David Olson said now there can be a motion on the floor to readdress or reintroduce one 
of the items that had already been previously discussed. Councilman Pena said he thought it had to be on the 
next agenda. Mr. Olson said it is still an active meeting and they can always go back. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Rossow to readdress Item Number 4: Consideration and take possible 
action to select the position of Mayor Pro Tem, seconded by Councilman Matamoros with all present with all 
present voting "Aye" 3-2 motion passed. Councilman Pena voted "Nay", and Councilman Davis voted "Nay". 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Matamoros to select for Mayor Pro Tem Council member Jeff Pena, 
seconded by Councilman Davis, with all present and voting "Aye" 2-3 vote, motion failed. Mayor Cain voted 
"Nay", Councilman Matamoros voted "Nay", and Councilman Rossow voted "Nay". 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Adjourn 

A motion was made by Councilman Matamoros to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Rossow with discussion 
that followed. 
 
Councilman Pena said he just wanted to comment and said he hopes Freeport is watching tonight and there was 
an opportunity to let things possibly heal, and they are going to heal, because he thinks there are some good 
people in the City that want to heal. He said it does not mean he is going to stop asking for transparency and 
accountability whether he is Mayor Pro Tem, Mayor, or City Councilman. He said he wished he was just a 
private resident, because then he could actually speak even more freely, because all he has done is and was 
silenced and here they are just playing silly games but the exposure of the truth will come out on every last one 
of the individuals who lack integrity and honesty. Councilman Pena said it is a shame and this is why he prays 
for Freeport on his own. 
 
Mayor Cain called the motion to a vote with all present and voting "Aye" 5-0, the Council unanimously 
approved the motion. 
 
Mayor Cain adjourned the meeting at 8:12P.M. 

 

________________________ 
Jerry Cain, Mayor 

____________________________ 
Clarisa Molina, City Secretary 
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City Council Agenda Item #4. 
 
Title: Consideration and possible action approving road closures for Fort 

Velasco Day on Saturday, June 22, 2024. 

Date: June 3, 2024 

From: Wade Dillon, Museum Manager  
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the requested road closures in reference 
to the Fort Velasco Day event scheduled for Saturday, June 22, 2024.  
 
Item Summary: The Freeport Historical Museum is hosting Fort Velasco Day, our 4th annual 
living history event in Memorial Park and the museum on Saturday, June 22, 2024 from 9:00am 
– 2:00pm. We anticipate approximately 50 participants from all over the state of Texas and 
could draw well over 500 spectators throughout the day.  
 
Living history participants will begin to arrive on Friday, June 21st, as some will set up 1830s 
period camp in the park overnight. Living historians will conduct period demonstrations 
including drill, black powder rifle firing, artillery, and textiles.  
 
Road closures are requested to ensure guest safety from vehicular traffic and firearm 
demonstrations (powder only – not live rounds) as we anticipate large crowds. We request 
permission to close W and E Park on the south side of Broad and north side of 4th ST. Cannon 
fire demonstrations will require us to briefly close 4th ST between W and E Park, but will have 
staff on site to remove road blocks in case of an emergency with Fire/EMS services.  
 
Background Information: The Battle of Fort Velasco occurred on June 25th and June 26th, 
1832. The 4th annual living history event commemorates the anniversary of the battle between 
Mexican and Texan forces in response to the law of 1830.  
 
Special Considerations: We expect this event to be held annually as our signature living history 
event. Preparations for this event have allowed us to network and outreach with the state’s top 
historical museums including The Alamo, San Jacinto Battleground, Presidio La Bahia, San 
Felipe de Austin, and others.  
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Financial Impact: The event is free to the public this year.  
 
Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: N/A 
 
Supporting Documentation:  

1.   Road Closures FVD 
2.   Fort Velasco Day 2024 Ad 
3.   Tentative Schedule 2024 
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City Council Agenda Item #5. 
 
Title: Consideration and possible action regarding Museum Expansion into 

Old College space. 

Date: June 3, 2024 

From: Wade Dillon, Museum Manager  
 
Staff Recommendation: Museum Manager Wade Dillon 
 
Item Summary: Museum staff requests approval from City Council to expand usable museum 
space into the extension of the building previously rented out by Brazosport College. 
 
Background Information: Connected to our Exhibit Hall, and sharing a common door, is a 
section of the museum building that used to be rented out to Brazosport College. This section of 
the building has not been rented in years but has been used for storage. The common door, 
though locked, serves as a security risk for the museum. The building extension contains a front 
lobby, two restrooms, two office spaces, and an IT server room. As the museum is seeing 
exceptional growth, I want to utilize this space for the museum. Right now, The Police 
Department uses one of the rooms to store their Blue Santa gifts, but climate-controlled storage 
can be found elsewhere. It is my hope within the next fiscal year to be able to hire a new 
Programs Coordinator. Currently, as Museum Manager, I handle everything for the museum. 
From content and exhibit creation, collections management, budgeting, event coordination, you 
name it, I wear all the hats. A Program Coordinator would utilize this space and assist in all 
programming, from history lectures to children’s activities to networking events while I continue 
to work on big picture stuff such as pursuing donors, sponsors, museum upgrades, etc. Aside 
from our Exhibit Hall, no single room in the museum is spacious enough for large activities. 
And if we have an exhibit installed, the exhibit hall space cannot be used. So the front lobby 
would be an ideal use for this space. A single office would be used by museum staff and double 
as a conference room. The second room would be used as a much-needed storage space for the 
museum as the museum is ready to burst. The server room, which the museum does not 
currently have, will safely hold all the museum’s internet, phone, and security lines.   
 
In using the space, I would name it the Nat Hickey Education Center after the museum’s 
founder. While renovations such as paint, new carpet, or tile will be required down the road, 
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acquiring this space for the museum's use will ensure continued growth and museum visitation. 
Without it, the museum is locked in place without room to grow.  
 
Special Considerations: I acknowledge that the Police Department would need to find climate-
controlled storage for their Blue Santa items. This would also mean that the Freeport Historical 
Museum no longer hosts Blue Santa. This would free up the museum calendar for exhibits, 
lectures, and additional programming in the old college space and exhibit hall during the months 
of November and December, which are usually locked by Blue Santa during those months. The 
Blue Santa program could move into Velasco Community House or another city-owned facility 
for the duration of the program.  
 
Financial Impact: In 2022, the museum saw 1,023 visitors with $3,986.00 in admissions. In 
2023, visitation rocketed to 4,510 with $13,074.00 in admissions. With our grand re-opening in 
January and taking advantage of smart marketing strategies, the museum will continue to see 
growth in numbers. These numbers will help offset budget costs, continue to promote heritage 
tourism to our historic Downtown, and improve the quality of life for our community.   
 
Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: Main Street Board approved support during May 16th 
meeting.  
 
Supporting Documentation:  

1.   old college layout 
2.   Museum Expansion layout 
3.   Toby IT Support Letter 
4.   Main Street Letter of Support 5.28.24 
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Memo 

To: City of Freeport 

From: Toby Cohen 

CC: Wade Dillon 

I hope this memo finds you well. I am writing to address the current space 

and networking issues faced by the Freeport Historical Museum in relation to 

their equipment housing. 

The museum's equipment, vital for their daily operations and secure management of their digital 

assets, is currently situated in a cramped display closet. Not only is the space insufficient for the 

equipment's size and the number of devices, but it also lacks proper air circulation. This poses 

significant risks including overheating, potential damage to the equipment, and reduced lifespan of 

devices, all of which could result in operational downtime and unnecessary costs. 

Furthermore, the current network cabling setup for the museum is less than optimal. Rather than 

having direct connections to essential points like the front desk and curator’s office, the network runs 

are convoluted, which presents potential security vulnerabilities. A streamlined and secure networking 

setup is critical not just for operational efficiency but also to ensure the integrity and security of the 

museum's digital data and resources. 

I would like to formally recommend that the Freeport Historical Museum be granted access to the 

network closet currently located adjacent to the current Museum Space and all surrounding space 

which is already professionally set up to house and network such equipment. Here are the advantages 

of this proposed solution: 

 

 

Page 58 of 90



 

 

 

2 
 

 

1. Space Efficiency: The MDF room offers ample space for equipment, ensuring that devices are 

not crowded and have enough room for efficient cooling. 

2. Improved Air Circulation: Designed specifically for housing IT equipment, the MDF room has 

adequate ventilation, which would prevent overheating and reduce potential equipment 

damage. 

3. Controlled Access: The MDF room has IT-controlled access, ensuring that only authorized 

personnel can access the equipment, thereby minimizing potential risks and ensuring data 

security. 

4. Optimized Network Setup: The MDF room already boasts proper network cabling with a patch 

panel and labeled ports. This would allow for straight network runs to essential points, 

eliminating the current convoluted and potentially insecure setup. 

5. Cost Efficiency: Utilizing the MDF room would involve minimal to no associated costs since it's 

already equipped with the necessary infrastructure. 

Given the above points and the importance of ensuring the secure and efficient operation of the 

Freeport Historical Museum, I urge the City's to consider this recommendation favorably. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I am available for further discussions or clarifications as 

needed. 

Warm regards, 

 

Toby Cohen 

IT Manager 

City of Freeport 
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Dear Mayor Cain and City Council, 

On behalf of the Freeport Historical Commission & Main Street Advisory Board, I am writing to express 

the support of the board for the proposed expansion of the Freeport Historical Museum into the old 

Brazosport College space.  

The Freeport Historical Museum has been a cornerstone of our community, providing invaluable 

services in the preservation and presentation of our local history. However, the current facilities and 

resources propose challenges to the museum’s ability to fully engage with and educate residents and 

visitors.  

The expansion of the Freeport Historical Museum would: 

Increase Exhibit Space: An enlarged museum would allow for more comprehensive and diverse exhibits. 

This would enable the display of a greater number of exhibits/artifacts, thus providing a richer and more 

immersive experience for visitors. 

Enhance Educational Programs: With additional space and resources, the museum could expand its 

educational outreach, offering more programs for schools, community groups, and the general public. 

This would foster a deeper understanding and appreciation of our local history among all age groups. 

Improve Community Engagement: The expanded museum could host a wider variety of events, 

workshops, and community gatherings. This would provide more opportunities for residents to engage 

with and contribute to the preservation of our local heritage. 

However, should City Council approve the requested expansion, I recommend that any proposed 

outside renovations to the Freeport Historical Museum be presented to the Historical Commission and 

Main Street Advisory Board for review and guidance. Additionally, I suggest utilizing the Texas Main 

Street Design Assistance Form to ensure that the renovations align with best practices in historic 

preservation. 

The Freeport Historical Museum is a vital institution that not only preserves our rich heritage but also 

enhances our community's cultural and historical landscape. It is crucial that any renovations maintain 

the architectural integrity and historical significance of the building.  

The Freeport Historical Commission & Main Street Advisory Board looks forward to working 

collaboratively with the Freeport Historical Museum and City Council to determine the best path 

forward for the museum in our downtown district.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Sincerely, 

 

Ana Silbas 
Main Street Coordinator 
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City Council Agenda Item #6. 
 
Title: Consideration and possible action approving Resolutions 

appointing/reappointing members to various Boards and Commissions. 

A. Resolution No. 2024-2859, Planning and Zoning Commission 
B. Resolution No. 2024-2860, Freeport Economic Development 
C. Resolution No. 2024-2861, Board of Adjustments 
D. Resolution No. 2024-2862, Historical Commission & Main Street 
E. Resolution No. 2024-2863, Senior Citizens 
F. Resolution No. 2024-2864, Beautification/ Parks & Recreation 

Committee 
 

Date: June 3, 2024 

From: Lance Petty, City Manager 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends selection of individuals and the approval of the 
proposed Resolutions to appoint/re-appoint qualified individuals to serve on the above listed 
Boards and or Commissions. 
 
Item Summary: Terms have expired on each of the Boards and Commissions. These terms 
expired on May 31, 2024. Additionally, there are positions left vacant due to members stepping 
down before their term expired. At the time of this memo the City has received applications 
from individuals who are interested in serving on these Board and Commissions. 
 
These are active volunteer boards in the City, and filling the vacancy is important to allow for 
full and representative discussion of important issues. 
 
All board members are appointed to fulfill 2-year terms and serve at the pleasure of City 
Council. Members may be removed at any time and for any reason as voted on by the majority 
of City Council. 
 
Background Information: N/A 
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Special Considerations: N/A 
 
Financial Impact: N/A 
 
Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: 
 
Supporting Documentation:  

1.   Planning and Zoning Resolution 2024 
2.   EDC Resolution 2024 
3.   Board of Adjustment Resolution 2024 
4.   Historic Commission and Main Street Resolution 2024 
5.   Senior Citizens Resolution 2024 
6.   Beautification Board Resolution 2024 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024- 2859

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, 
TEXAS, NOMINATING, CONSTITUTING AND APPOINTING A QUALIFIED 
PERSON(S) TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY; PROVIDING 
FOR THE DUTIES OF OFFICE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE TAKING OF THE 
OATH OF OFFICE REQUIRED BY LAW.

WHEREAS, the term of office of the PAMELA DANCY, ANDREW DILL, AND 
LOREN ERIC HAYES named member(s) of The Planning Commission of the City of Freeport, Texas 
("the City") has expired, of the appointed term;

WHEREAS, the term of appointment of the above member(s) terminates on May 31, 2024 the 
City desires to appoint the below named qualified person(s) as member of said committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, TEXAS:

SECTION ONE (1): APPOINTMENT

The City Council of the City hereby nominates, constitutes and appoints or reappoints the following 
named qualified person(s) to the Planning Commission of the City for a term of two (2) years which 
expires on May 31, 2026 and until a successor for such person shall have been appointed and qualified, 
to-wit.

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________
SECTION TWO (2): DUTIES

The above-named appointee shall perform all of the duties imposed on members of the Planning 
Commission of the City by law and the ordinances and resolutions of the City.

SECTION THREE (3): OATH OF OFFICE

Before engaging in the performance of the duties of office, each of such appointees shall take the 
Constitution Oath of Office as required by law.

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2024.

_____________________________
Jerry Cain, Mayor
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST:______________________________________
        Clarisa Molina, City Secretary
        City of Freeport, Texas
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-2860

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, 
TEXAS, NOMINATING, CONSTITUTING AND APPOINTING A QUALIFIED 
PERSON(S) TO THE FREEPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR THE DUTIES OF OFFICE; 
AND PROVIDING FOR THE TAKING OF THE OATH OF OFFICE REQUIRED 
BY LAW.

WHEREAS, the term of office of the RONNIE MARTIN, KENNETH TYNER, and DAVID 
MCGINTY board directors of The Freeport Economic Development Corporation of the City of Freeport, 
Texas ("the City") has expired of the appointed term;

WHEREAS, the term of appointment of the above director(s) terminates on May 31, 2024; 

WHEREAS, the above director(s) RONNIE MARTIN, KENNETH TYNER, and DAVID 
MCGINTY holds the position of an “B” director, of which the term of “B” directors expires in even 
numbered years; 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City desires to appoint/re-appoint the below named 
qualified person(s) as member(s) of said board of directors.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, TEXAS:

SECTION ONE (1): APPOINTMENT

The City Council of the City hereby nominates, constitutes and appoints the following named qualified 
person to the Freeport Economic Development Corporation of the City for the of a term of two (2) years 
which expires on May 31, 2026, and until a successor for such person shall have been appointed and 
qualified, to-wit.

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________
SECTION TWO (2): DUTIES

The above-named appointee shall perform all of the duties imposed on members of the Freeport 
Economic Development Corporation of the City by law.

SECTION THREE (3): OATH OF OFFICE

Before engaging in the performance of the duties of office, appointee shall take the Oath of 
Office as required by law.
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READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2024.

_____________________________
Jerry Cain, Mayor
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST:______________________________________
        Clarisa Molina, City Secretary
        City of Freeport, Texas
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-2861

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, 
TEXAS, APPOINTING QUALIFIED PERSONS TO THE BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENTS OF THE CITY TO FULFILL TWO-YEAR TERMS; 
PROVIDING FOR THE DUTIES OF OFFICE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
TAKING OF THE OATHS OF OFFICE REQUIRED BY LAW.

WHEREAS, the terms of office have expired for the Freeport Board of Adjustments members 
URBANO GOMEZ (ALT), KENNETH HAYES, and JAMES GOSSET JR. named members (s) of the 
Board of Adjustment of the City of Freeport, Texas (“the City”) has expired, of the appointed term;

WHEREAS, according to City Ordinance the city council of the City shall appoint five (5) board 
members and two (2) alternates to serve on the Board, each for a two-year term; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City desires to appoint the below named qualified person(s) 
to fill the vacant or expired positions on the board for two (2) year terms, said appointments as members of 
said board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, TEXAS:

SECTION ONE (1): APPOINTMENT

The City Council of the City hereby nominates, constitutes and appoints the following named qualified 
persons to the Board of Adjustments of the City to fulfill the remaining term(s) as appointed, to wit:

Name 1. ____________________________ Term expiration __5/31/2026__ (Reg  / ALT)

2. ____________________________ __5/31/2026 __ (Reg  / ALT)

3. ____________________________ __5/31/2026__ (Reg  / ALT)
              

SECTION TWO (2): DUTIES

The above-named appointees shall perform all of the duties imposed on members of the Board of 
Adjustment of the City by law and the ordinances and resolutions of the City.

SECTION THREE (3): OATH OF OFFICE

Before engaging in the performance of the duties of office, each of such appointees shall take the 
Constitutional Oath of Office and signed the affidavit required by law.

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2024.

_____________________________
Jerry Cain, Mayor
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST:___________________________________
Clarisa Molina, City Secretary
City of Freeport, Texas
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-2862

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, 
TEXAS, NOMINATING, CONSTITUTING AND APPOINTING A QUALIFIED 
PERSON TO THE FREEPORT HISTORIC COMMISSION AND MAIN STREET 
BOARD OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR THE DUTIES OF OFFICE; AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE TAKING OF THE OATH OF OFFICE REQUIRED BY 
LAW.

WHEREAS, the term of office of the MELANIE OLDHAM, KEITH STUMBAUGH, IRENE 
OCANAS, and MARGARET MCMAHAN board member(s) of The Freeport Historic Commission and 
Main Street Board of the City of Freeport, Texas ("the City") has expired, of the appointed term; as well 
as the vacant position previously held by WILLIAM LEITCH prior to his removal by the City Council 
leaving five (5) positions vacant for appointment or reappointment this year;  

WHEREAS, the term of appointment of the above members(s) terminates on May 31, 2024; 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City desires to appoint the below named qualified person(S) 
as member(s) of said board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, TEXAS:

SECTION ONE (1): APPOINTMENT

The City Council of the City hereby nominates, constitutes and appoints re-appoints the following named 
qualified person(s) to the Freeport Historic Commission and Main Street Board of the City for a term of 
two (2) years which expires on May 31, 2024 and until a successor for such person shall have been 
appointed and qualified, to-wit.

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________

4. ______________________________

5. ______________________________
SECTION TWO (2): DUTIES

The above-named appointee(s) shall perform all of the duties imposed on members of the 
Freeport Historic Commission and Main Street Board of the City by law.

SECTION THREE (3): OATH OF OFFICE

Before engaging in the performance of the duties of office, appointee shall take the Oath of 
Office as required by law.
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READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2024.

_____________________________
Jerry Cain, Mayor
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST:______________________________________
        Clarisa Molina, City Secretary
        City of Freeport, Texas
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-2863

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, 
TEXAS, NOMINATING, CONSTITUTING AND APPOINTING A QUALIFIED 
PERSON(s) TO THE FREEPORT SENIOR CITIZENS BOARD OF THE CITY; 
PROVIDING FOR THE DUTIES OF OFFICE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
TAKING OF THE OATH OF OFFICE REQUIRED BY LAW.

WHEREAS, the term of office of the DOLORES KNOX, and LINDA HARRISON Board 
Members of the Freeport Senior Citizen Board of the City of Freeport, Texas ("the City") has expired;

WHEREAS, the term of appointments of the above-board members terminates on May 31, 2024;

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City desires to appoint the below named qualified person(s) 
as member(s) of said board of members.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, TEXAS:

SECTION ONE (1): APPOINTMENT

The City Council of the City hereby nominates, constitutes and appoints the following named qualified 
person(s) to the Freeport Senior Citizen Board of the City for a term of two (2) years which expires on 
May 31, 2024, and until a successor for such person shall have been appointed and qualified, to-wit.

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

SECTION TWO (2): DUTIES

The above-named appointee shall perform all of the duties imposed on members of the Freeport 
Senior Citizen Board of the City by law.

SECTION THREE (3): OATH OF OFFICE

Before engaging in the performance of the duties of office, appointee shall take the Oath of 
Office as required by law.

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2024.

_____________________________
Jerry Cain, Mayor
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST:______________________________________
        Clarisa Molina, City Secretary
        City of Freeport, Texas
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-2864

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, 
TEXAS, NOMINATING, CONSTITUTING AND APPOINTING A QUALIFIED 
PERSON(S) TO THE BEAUTIFICATION/PARKS AND REC OF THE CITY; 
PROVIDING FOR THE DUTIES OF OFFICE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
TAKING OF THE OATH OF OFFICE REQUIRED BY LAW.

WHEREAS, the term of office of the JACK BULLMAN, DAVID MCGINTY, BRIANNA 
SIDNEY, DOUGLAS DOMINGUES named member (s) of the Freeport Beautification/Parks and Rec 
Board of the City of Freeport, Texas ("the City") has expired, of the appointed term;

WHEREAS, the term of appointment of the above member (s) terminates on May 31, 2024. The 
City desires to appoint the below named qualified person (s) as member of said committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, TEXAS:

SECTION ONE (1): APPOINTMENT

The City Council of the City hereby nominates, constitutes and appoints the following named qualified 
person(s) to the Freeport Beautification/Parks and Rec Board of the City for a term of two (2) years which 
expires on May 31, 2026, and until a successor for such person shall have been appointed and qualified, 
to-wit.

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________

4. ______________________________

SECTION TWO (2): DUTIES

The above-named appointee(s) shall perform all of the duties imposed on members of the 
Freeport Beautification/Parks and Rec Board of the City by law.

SECTION THREE (3): OATH OF OFFICE

Before engaging in the performance of the duties of office, appointee(s) shall take the Oath of 
Office as required by law.

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________, 2024.

_____________________________
Jerry Cain, Mayor
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST: _____________________________
        Clarisa Molina, City Secretary
        City of Freeport, Texas
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City Council Agenda Item #7. 
 
Title: Consideration and possible action approving Ordinance No. 2024-2732 

to add No Parking signs in the 1700 Block of Eight Street as a specific 
location where the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles is 
prohibited. 

Date: June 3, 2024 

From: Lance Petty, City Manager 
 
Staff Recommendation: To approve No Parking signs (in the street) on both sides of the street 
in the 1700 Block of 8th Street. 
 
Item Summary: September 26, 2023, a motion by Planning and Zoning to draft an ordinance to 
put back no parking signs on 1700 Block of 8th Street. This would be on both sides of the road. 
The motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
Background Information: A survey of this area shows that 95% of the structures on the 1700 
Block of 8th Street have back entrances from the alleyway or a driveway in the front of the 
house. 
 
Special Considerations: Staff will begin installation of signage once approved by Council 
 
Financial Impact: The financial impact is the cost of the signs and will be covered in this year's 
fiscal budget. 
 
Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: Has been approved by Planning and Zoning and 
approved by legal (Olson & Olson). 
 
Supporting Documentation:  

1.   ORDINANCE 2024-2732 DIXIE TO YAUPON 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2024-2732

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT, TEXAS, CONTAINING 
A PREAMBLE; AMENDING SECTION 46-160 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES TO ADD A NEW PARAGRAPH (L) TO SUBSECTION (1) 
OF SAID SECTION,  ESTABLISHING THE 1700 BLOCK OF 8TH STREET 
BETWEEN DIXIE DRIVE AND YAUPON STREET AS A SPECIFIC 
LOCATION WHERE THE STOPPING, STANDING OR PARKING OF 
VEHICLES IS PROHIBITED; PROVIGING THAT ANY PERSON 
VIOLATING SAID CODE OF ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED BY THIS 
ORDINANCE, SHALL BE GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND UPON 
CONVICTION ASSESSED A FINE NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
($200.00) DOLLARS AND THAT EACH DAY AND EACH PART OF ANY 
DAY ANY VIOLATION THEREOF CONTINUES OR OCCURS SHALL BE 
A SEPARATE OFFENSE; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
CONTAINING A SEVERANCE CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT AND BE IN FORCE FROM AND 
AFTER ITS DESCRIPTIVE CAPTION HAS BEEN PUBLISHED TWICE 
IN THE BRAZOSPORT FACTS.

WHEREAS, Paragraph (2) of Subsection (a) of Section 542.202 of the Transportation 
Code authorize a municipality, as a local authority, to regulate the stopping, standing or parking 
of a vehicle, on public streets and highways within its jurisdiction as authorized by said Code 
respectively; and,

WHEREAS, Subsection (b) of Section 544.002 of said Code provides that all traffic-
control devices placed by a local authority must conform to the manual and specifications adopted 
by the Texas Department of Transportation (“the Department”) under Section 544.001 of said 
Code; and, 

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Freeport, Texas (“the City”) has determined 
and does here now declare that the adoption of this ordinance is necessary to the health, safety and 
general welfare of the inhabitants of the City, including children using such street as pedestrians 
and the motoring public. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF FREEPORT, TEXAS:

Section 1. Section 46-160 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to add a new 
Paragraph (l) to Subsection (1) of said Section, to now read as follows:

“Section 46-160. – Stopping, standing, and parking prohibited in certain places.
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     No person shall stop, stand, or parka vehicle, except when necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or 
traffic control device in any of the following places:

1. At any place where authorized signs or markings prohibit stopping, 
standing, or parking, including the following:

* * * *

l. At any location on the 1700 block of 8th Street, between Dixie 
Drive and Yaupon Street.”

Section 2. Any person violating said ordinance as amended by this ordinance shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction therefor fined not to exceed Two Hundred ($200.00) 
Dollars.  Every day and each party of any day any such violation continues or occurs shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

Section 3. The City Manager of the City of Freeport, is hereby authorized and directed 
to cause appropriate signs, giving notice of the stopping, standing and parking prohibited by this 
ordinance and conforming to the requirements adopted by the Department, to be posted at 
appropriate locations upon the portions of the above-named street to which such prohibition 
applies. 

Section 4. No offense committed and no fine, forfeiture or penalty incurred prior to 
the effective date of this ordinance shall be affected by the adoption of this ordinance but the 
punishment for any offense committed and recovery of any fines or forfeitures incurred prior to 
such date shall take place as if this ordinance had not been adopted. 

Section 5. In the event any section or provision of this ordinance is found to be 
unconstitutional, void or inoperative by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such defective provision, if any, is hereby declared to be severable from the remaining sections 
and provisions of this ordinance and such remaining sections and provisions shall remain in full 
force and effect. 

Section 6. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its descriptive 
caption has been published twice in the Brazosport Facts. 
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READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED this 3rd day of June, 2024.

__________________________________   
Jerry Cain, Mayor 
City of Freeport, Texas

ATTEST:

_____________________________________
Clarisa Molina, City Secretary,
City of Freeport, Texas

APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY:

________________________________
David Olson, Interim City Attorney,
City of Freeport, Texas
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City Council Agenda Item #8. 
 
Title: Second Reading of the Parks Project. 

Date: June 3, 2024 

From: Robert Johnson, Economic Development Director 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends City Council discuss for future consideration the 
requested EDC Economic Development project for the Freeport Parks Improvements project.   
 
Item Summary: In conjunction with the City the EDC has identified the Freeport Parks 
Improvement project as an economic development and quality of life project it would like to 
consider for funding in the 2023-2024 fiscal year. Because of its nature, it is required to have 
City Council approval following two readings. This is the second of the two required 
readings.  The estimated cost of the park improvements is $249,789.85. At its meeting held on 
May 14th, the EDC voted unanimously to support the Freeport Parks Improvement project by 
contributing $249,789.85. 
  
 
Background Information: 1.         FREEPORT PARKS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
            Throughout the spring of 2024, Robert Johnson, Executive Director of the Freeport 
Economic Development Corporation, and Lance Petty, Freeport City Manager have approached 
various large businesses in the local area about contributing to the improvement of three of 
Freeport’s local parks. The parks slated for improvements are Peppermint Park, Arrington Park, 
and Stephen F. Austin Park. These parks were selected based upon the need for improvements 
and use by the public. To date, only Phillips 66 has contributed to the Parks Improvement 
endeavor. Their generous contribution amounted to $50,000.00.  
  
Park playground equipment has been priced and, after deducting the contribution of Phillips 66, 
the amount requested of the EDC to purchase park equipment was $249,789.85. The FEDC is 
requesting council approval for this joint City and EDC project in the amount of $249,789.85.   
  
The purpose of this Parks Improvement program is to promote quality of life within the city of 
Freeport, and enhance the welfare of the citizens of the City by providing park amenities and 
resources that improve conditions in the aforementioned parks. 
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Special Considerations: During the FY 2023-2024 EDC budget approval process, a public 
hearing was held and a $400,000.00 line item for the Parks Improvement program was 
authorized. The requested $249.789.85 comes out of this authorized budget line item.   
 
Financial Impact: Funding for this project would come out of the $1,221,456 Special Project 
line included in the EDC fiscal year budget for projects. 
 
Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: On May 14, 2024, the FEDC Board voted unanimously 
to recommend approval of this project at the mentioned dollar limits. 
 
Supporting Documentation:  

1.   Park Equipment Replacement Proposal 
2.   Updated Park Costs 
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Peppermint Park
Item Name Item Description Units $ / Unit Total Costs

(1) Play Area Monkey Business Ages 5 - 12 1 $15,434.00 $15,434.00
(1) Play Area Chimp Champ Ages 2 - 12 1 $18,534.00 $18,534.00
(3) Trash Cans 32 Gallon Punched Steel Trash Cans 3 $939.00 $2,817.00

(1) Swing 5ft Arch Swing Frame 8ft 2 Bay 1 $2,776.00 $2,766.00
(3) Bench 6ft Bench With Shade 3 $3,866.00 $11,598.00

Mulch 112 cubic ft. mulch 112 $50.22 $5,624.44
Weed Barrier 4.5 Rolls Weed Barrier 4.5 $223.41 $1,005.33

Timbers 60 Plastic Landscape Timbers 60 $41.00 $2,460.00
Install Installation of All Equipment $12,180.34
Shipping Shipping of All Equipment $452.00

Project Total $72,871.11
EDC Funding $72,871.11

Items not included: Walking Path, Fence, Lighting

Arrington Park
Item Name Item Description Units $ / Unit Total Costs

(1) Play Area Monkey Business Ages 5 - 12 1 $15,434.00 $15,434.00
(1) Play Area King Kong Ages 2 - 12 1 $36,034.00 $36,034.00
(1) Play Area Chimp Champ Ages 2 - 12 1 $18,534.00 $18,534.00
(4) Trash Cans 32 Gallon Punched Steel Trash Cans 4 $939.00 $3,756.00

(1) Swing 5" Arch Swing Frame 8ft 2 Bay 1 $2,776.00 $2,766.00
(1) Swing 3.5" Arch Swing Frame 8ft 2 Bay 1 $2,292.00 $2,292.00
(4) Bench 6ft Bench With Shade 4 $3,866.00 $15,464.00

Mulch 182 cubic ft. mulch 182 $50.22 $9,140.53
Weed Barrier 5 Rolls Weed Barrier 5 $223.41 $1,160.00

Timbers 70 Plastic Landscape Timbers 70 $41.00 $2,870.00
(2) BB Goals Cmmercial Outdoor BB Goals 2 $1,682.00 $3,364.00

Install Installation of All Equipment $12,180.34
Shipping Shipping of All Equipment $452.00

Project Total $123,446.87
EDC Funding $123,446.87

 

Items not included: Walking Path, Fence, Lighting

SFA Park
Item Name Item Description Units $ / Unit Total Costs

(1) Play Area Monkey Business Ages 5 - 12 1 $15,434.00 $15,434.00
(1) Play Area King Kong Ages 2 - 12 1 $36,034.00 $36,034.00
(3) Trash Cans 32 Gallon Punched Steel Trash Cans 3 $939.00 $2,817.00

(1) Swing 5" Arch Swing Frame 8ft 2 Bay 1 $2,776.00 $2,766.00
(1) Swing 3.5" Arch Swing Frame 8ft 2 Bay 1 $2,292.00 $2,292.00
(3) Bench 6ft Bench With Shade 3 $3,866.00 $11,598.00

Mulch 182 cubic ft. mulch 182 $50.22 $9,140.53
Weed Barrier 5 Rolls Weed Barrier 5 $223.41 $1,160.00

Timbers 70 Plastic Landscape Timbers 70 $41.00 $2,870.00
(4) BB Goals Cmmercial Outdoor BB Goals 4 $1,682.00 $6,728.00

Install Installation of All Equipment $12,180.34
Shipping Shipping of All Equipment $452.00

Project Total $103,471.87
Phillips 66 Grant $50,000.00

EDC Funding $53,471.87

Items not included: Walking Path, Fence, Lighting
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EDC Funding for (3) Parks $249,789.85
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City Council Agenda Item #9.
Title: Public Hearing; Public Hearing for possible action on Plat of Skinny 

Water subdivision a replat of a 2.0 acre tract of land out of the common 
area and all of lots one(1),two(2),three(3),four(4),five(5),six(6),seven(7) 
and ten(10)in block five(5) of Bastrop Beach subdivision, a subdivision 
in Brazoria County, Texas according to the map or plat recorded in 
volume 3,pages 97 thru 98 of the plat records of Brazoria County, Texas 
and being a portion of a called 8.50 acre tract of land conveyed to Davy 
and Shannon Roberts recorded under Brazoria County clerk’s file 
no.2007-048878, all being out of the S.F. Austin survey, abstract 
no.36,Brazoria County, Texas.

Date: June 3, 2024

From: Shelby Araujo, Building Director

Staff Recommendation: Approve the replat. 

Item Summary: Hold public hearing and upon closing of public hearing consider action to 
approve replat.

Background Information: Owner is requesting that the lot be re-platted to sell lot 2 and lot 3 as 
residential properties and keep lot 1 to adjoin with their current 3 acre homesite. 

Special Considerations: This property is located in the City’s ETJ, and was approved by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission on 5/28/2024.

Financial Impact: None

Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: None

Supporting Documentation: 
1.  SKINNY WATER REPLAT
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City Council Agenda Item #10. 
 
Title: Public Hearing; Public Hearing for possible action on Rivera 

Subdivision a subdivision of 8.261 acres being 4 lots,1 block out of lots 
2,3 and 4 of Bastrop Estates as recorded in volume 18,pages 255-256 of 
the Brazoria County plat records in the Stephen f. Austin survey 
abstract 30 Brazoria County, Texas. 

Date: June 3, 2024 

From: Shelby Araujo, Building Director 
 
Staff Recommendation: Approve the replat.  
 
Item Summary: Hold public hearing and upon closing of public hearing consider action to 
approve replat. 
 
Background Information: Owner is requesting that the lot be re-platted to divide 8 acres into 4 
lots 
 
Special Considerations: This property is located in the City’s ETJ, and was approved by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission on 5/28/2024. 
 
Financial Impact: None 
 
Board or 3rd Party Recommendation: Copy of plat and associated paperwork will be 
attached. 
 
Supporting Documentation:  

1.   RIVERA REPLAT 
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